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Welcome to the -
edition of

WE have another lift-out jam-
packed full of stories and features
on growers and producers from the
heart of the Mallee and the Riverland
to Gawler and its surrounds.

Many growers and businesses are
still feeling the effect of the COVID-
19 pandemic, with export issues,
disrupted supply chains and various
lockdowns playing havoc on our
hard-working producers.

And while we hope the aftermath
of the pandemic fades fast in 2021,
our local industries were dealt a
nasty blow at the start of the year.

Barely moments after celebrating

Jane Kuerschner
Taylor Group Newspapers
Special publications editor

st

—arme

the end of 2020, news of fruit fly
outbreaks in Renmark West, Monash
and Barmera began to circulate.

A devastating blow for so many of
our industries.

In this edition of Farmer, journalist
Hugh Schuitemaker takes a look
at the 'fruit-fly affect’ and what
kind of immediate and long-term
consequences the outbreak will have.

We hope local growers are getting
the support they need during these
tough times.

Also in this edition of Farmer, we

again speak to industry experts
from the Lower North, Mallee

and Riverland to see where various
seasons are at.

We also have a wide array of
stories from a Taylorville pig farmer,
to a massive potato operation in
Parilla, plus a third-generation
dryland farmer from Gawler.

Again we must thank businesses
for supporting this publication, it is
something our entire company has
become very proud of and we look
forward to it growing more in the
future.

- for 2021,

INSIDE

8 Out break reaching
critical level for
growers

13 Making the right
pork choice

25 A nutty way to make
aliving

34 Filling a market
with lentil flour

41 Going together like
wine and cheese
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NEVILLE Kernich's grandfather
purchased land at Freeling in the
1930s after being originally up at
Sutherlands and didn't look back.

His father and his brother were
both working on the farm, before his
brother moved to Riverton, but his
dad stuck around.

“When | left school, | did an
apprenticeship as a fitter and
machinist down at Mile End, probably
six months out of my time, and then |
came home to the farm,” Neville said.

Neville (pictured) said he had been
on the property since 1981 when
around 450 hectares were farmed.

He now boasts around 800
hectares.

“We're sneaking along slowly and
quietly," Neville said.

“We run mainly broadacre crops;
wheat, barley, peas, beans, hay,
canola, medic seed.

“The medic seed is exported
overseas as well as used in Australia
and we've been doing that for about
10-years plus.

“You know where to find me in the
summer months."

Neville said running a “self-
replacing” Merino sheep flock
was also a valuable aspect of the
business.

In 2015, Mr Kernich's farm was hit
by the Pinery fire, but he considers
himself ‘fortunate’.

“After Pinery a lot of (new) fences
went up and some people who were
out of sheep can actually run sheep,
as they have some reasonable
fences to hold them in," he said.

"When the Pinery fire came
through here, we were pretty
fortunate in some respects.

“We lost most of our crop, but we
only lost a few sheep and a little bit
of machinery and buildings were
damaged, but some people were
devastated by it.

“We lost of most of our fencing,
but we've replaced some of it, and
some of it is still an ongoing project.”

BlazeAid had been a significant help

Neville said disaster support group

since the fire.

“I'll always give BlazeAid a flag
here because when you don't feel
like doing stuff, they come around
and they're like ‘come on Nev, which
fence do you want us to pull down or
what do you want us to put up?’

“It's really good, they were orange
angels really.”

He said the local support to help
eachother get back on their feet was
admirable.

“They had the Pinery Recovery
Centre and that closed down a
couple of years after the fires had
been,” Neville said.

“There was a lot of assistance
from government and different
organisations.”

After arriving back on the farm in
1981, Neville said he's
seen plenty of changes
and he's also eager to
see a fourth generation
come through with his
son.

“I've got a son, but

he's not home on the farm yet,"” he
said.

“We're working towards him
coming here in the future.

“I've seen a lot of changes... when
we came home we had a 16-road
combine and a 70-horse power
tractor, and a 12-foot harvester.

“We didn't have a boom sprayer,
there was very little electronics.

“We didn't crop everything
because you just couldn't, as
machinery has improved and
electronics and GPS and different
sewing systems.

“You'd spent a lot of time in the
tractor because you worked it, you
harrowed it and if it became green
with soursobs you worked it again

and harrowed it then you sew.

“We lost a lot of moisture
every time we cultivated
onit."

Neville said previous
practices had been far
more labour intensive.




“All the seeding and fertiliser and the
grain were all in bags... we used to lump
them off the truck and tip them in the
combine,” he said.

“I think three bushel bags were 187Ib, if

| put one of them on my shoulder now, it'd
just about flatten me.

“You used to put them on your shoulder
and not think anything of it."

But there's one thing which Neville
finds the most rewarding aspect of
farming.

“When you sew a crop and you see it
come up and it looks pretty good and then
you get it through to harvest, the most
rewarding thing is harvesting it,” he said.

“When you're shearing sheep you're
harvesting the wool.

“The thing that disappoints me the most
is the divide between country and city, they
just see the food in the supermarket and
don't see how it's produced to get there
and that's just very disappointing.

“I don't think they teach you enough of
that at school.”

We didn’t crop everything
because you just couldn't...

UNIVERSAL TRAILERS
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Outbreak reaching

for growers

Fruit fly coverage pages 10-12

WORDS HUGH SCHUITEMAKER
PHOTOGRAPHY PETA-MARIE PHILIPPOU
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Member for
¥ Ghaffey Tim _ =
Whetstone (left)
discussing
the impacts.of
local frtit fly "0
"moutbreaks — in, .
mark West
and Momashy—.
for Riverland %™
" growers.
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IVERLAND growers
inside quarantine
zones are beginning to
feel economic impacts
from ongoing fruit
fly outbreaks in the
region.
Quarantine zones
are currently in effect in Renmark
West — following the detection of fruit
fly on December 23 and January 15 —
and in Monash, after an outbreak was
declared on December 30.

Renmark-based Bachra Produce
operator Balwinder Kaur — who grows
stone fruit and citrus — said the
outbreaks posed challenges for local
growers wanting to transport fruit
interstate.
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“The fact is having the fruit fly
around makes it very difficult to send
fruit interstate, and that's such an
important part of the business,” Mr
Kaur said.

"We can treat the fruit, but we can
only send it to the local markets in
Adelaide, not to Brisbane or Melbourne.

“We need to keep the outbreaks
under control, because we're also going
to start citrus harvesting in April and
May.

“"Hopefully if there's no more
outbreaks we can export our citrus
crop this winter."

Member for Chaffey Tim Whetstone
said it was crucial to avoid further
Riverland detections as fruit fly
generations grew longer due to

We need to keep the

outbreaks under control...

cold weather.

“A fear that every Riverlander has
had is further detection, and that
pushes the lifting of those outbreaks
further out into the year,” Mr Whetstone
said.

“The concern we all have is the
impacts that it will have on the
Riverland's reputation of being fruit fly
free, and what it means for commercial
growers coming into the new citrus

season.

“Once we go past the warmer
months and into the cooler parts of the
year, that means the outbreak will drag
on further."

Mr Whetstone said a lack of
awareness regarding the risks of fruit
fly outbreaks remained among visitors
to the Riverland.

“All of the fruit flies, whether it's
Mediterranean from the west into

/COOPERS
VFARM SUPPLIES

VITICULTURE
AGRONOMY | FODDER
FENCING | IRRIGATION

ANIMAL HEALTH

Phone

8568 2611

3211 Eden Valley Road,
Mt Pleasant

coopersmp@adam.com.au
www.coopersfarmsupplies.com.au

Matching your needs with unmatched performance in...

LIVESTOCK & FARM SUPPLIES

IR
NORTON.

LS
J LIVESTOCK HANDLING SOLUTIONS
Manufacturer and supplier
of custom made
Caitle and Sheep Yards.
Call Trevor Pomery
for your livestock handling

requirements and
on farm enquiries.

Trevor Pomery

0488 083 344

trevor@nortonlhs.com.au
www.nortonlhs.com.au

MR0146-V2
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Adelaide, or the Queensland fruit fly
from the east, are all introduced,” he
said.

“I think there needs to be much
more awareness from travellers and
consumers who are introducing fruit
into the Riverland.

“It's putting a $1.8 billion industry at
risk.”

Mr Whetstone hoped developments
in agricultural technology would allow
for more efficient methods of containing
fruit fly outbreaks.

“At the moment there is a high level
of support (for growers), and that can be
from on-ground baiting or the release of
sterile flies" he said.

“Most of the technology that is
currently being used is old technology...
I think it's an ideal opportunity to look at
AgTech ideas.

“It's about mechanising the baiting
program, (and) using quad bikes and
ATVs rather than having a person in
orange overalls with a backpack on."

Mr Whetstone said further
clarification regarding what could be
done with fruit grown inside quarantine
zones was needed for Riverland
households.

“There has been quite a high level of
confusion,” he said.

“There needs to be a very simple
messaging campaign, for people to
clearly understand what it means for

Fruit fly coverage

them.

"We're trying to minimise any fruit
movement at the moment, so we can
get on with providing food to the nation
and the world.

"We need to better educate people, so
they know the rules and when they are
entering or exiting a fruit fly outbreak
area."

Mr Whetstone said it was crucial to
prevent further fruit fly outbreaks in
order to regain the region's fruit fly-free
status.

Here in the Riverland we need
to be part of the solution...

“Here in the Riverland we need to be
part of the solution, we don't want to be
contributing to the problem,” he said.

"It's critical we continue to treat this
issue with a matter of urgency, so we
can capitalise on being fruit-fly free and
not put more burden on our commercial
sector.”

AGRIHAUL
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CHICKEN
MANURE MANURE
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BULK ORDERS ONLY
Manures provide a well-balanced slow release nutrition
for all types of crops. They have a good percentage of
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Organic Carbon is essential for holding nutrients in the soil.
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$13 million for new
fruit fly research

INCREASING the effectiveness of
responses to fruit fly outbreaks in the
Riverland is the aim of a new research
initiative.

The Federal Government — and State
and Territory Governments — earlier
this month announced a combined $13
million in funding for the Strengthening
Australia's Fruit Fly System Research
Program.

Minister for Agriculture David
Littleproud said the initiative would
encourage the development of improved
fruit fly management strategies.

“Fruit flies pose a serious threat
to Australian horticulture, and some
species are capable of infesting a wide
range of commercial and native fruits
and vegetables costing growers and
threatening our exports,” Mr Littleproud
said.

“This research complements other
fruit fly research undertaken by industry
and other organisations.

“It will ultimately give growers,
landholders and the community a
broader range of tools and knowledge to
manage fruit flies into the future.”

DEEP RIPPING
& SOIL SPADING

In addition to Soil Spading, Earthserv now has
machinery to rip, delve and mix in a single pass.

earthserv

contracting

L 0428

CONTACT SIMON FOR YOUR SOIL RENOVATION NEEDS
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Protecting the
Riverland everyone’s
responsibility

ENSURING the Riverland horticultural
sector remains free of further fruit fly
outbreaks is a responsibility for all
locals, according to the South Australian
Premier.

Two outbreaks of Queensland fruit fly
have been declared in Renmark West —
on December 23 and January 13 — along
with an outbreak in Monash declared on
December 30.

Speaking to the Murray Pioneer
during a tour of Renmark last month,
Premier Steven Marshall said imposing
restrictions on fruit being brought from
homes to schools was necessary to limit
the risk of further outbreaks.

“We're here to express our
solidarity with
the sector

with regards to the fruit fly issue that is
affecting our state,” Mr Marshall said.

“We know the pest-free status the
Riverland has had for a long period of
time is something we want to keep into
the future.

“There's a lot of talk in Adelaide about
not putting fruit in lunchboxes and not
transporting fruit you have on your tree
into schools.

“We've got to do everything we can to
protect this significant industry and this
significant employer.”

Mr Marshall said the economic
contributions — and employment of
locals - from Riverland horticulture
was vital for South Australia.

“I'm asking all South
Australians to recognise how
important the horticulture
sector is," he said.

“It's worth $1.3 billion and
is a major employer, so we're
asking people to be very vigilant

in regards to fruit and fruit fly.

“It's a small price to pay
to protect an important
industry.”

@& TUNDARRI

Your trusted farm
machinery dealer

for over 40 years

N xroi

OPEN
Monday - Friday 8am - 5Spm
Saturday 8.30am - 11.30am

Phone 8522 2188

338 Barossa Valley Way, Gawler East
www.tundarri.com.au

NC12066
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Making the right pork choice
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TAYLORVILLE pig farmer
is encouraging locals
to make conscious
decisions when choosing
pork products, following
a difficult year in the pig
industry globally — not
just from COVID-19.

Taylorville-based pig farmer Mark
McLean, of Riverhaven, said while the
national pork market had suffered last
year, it was largely due to Melbourne's
112-day lockdown.

“COVID-19 disrupted the freight
globally, while African swine fever (ASF)
affected 50 per cent of China's pig herd,
resulting in short global pork stocks,"” Mr
McLean said.

“The Melbourne lockdown last year
and associated uncertainty around
COVID-19 impacted many pig farmers
and markets across Australia; there was
areal drop in prices for pigs.

“The food service industry represents
about 25 per cent in local pork sales, so
with that massive drop-off in Melbourne,
all of us were affected.

“At the time of the lockdown, the
buying price for pigs was reduced
by about 30 per cent. It was around
Christmas last year that the prices
recovered.”

The Advertiser reported (January 6, 2021) that:
Australians eat 10.46kg of pork each year

The local pork industry contributes $5.3 billion
to Australia's GDP and employs 35,000 people

About 2800 pig farms operate in Australia

Australia imports $17 million worth
of pork each week

78 per cent of Australians did not know the
majority of ham sold in Australia is made from
imported ingredients

62 per cent of Australians have become more
aware about buying local produce

“Riverhaven sells pigs to a range of

comes out of Asia; China is the biggest

socialisation.

“The trouble with free-range pigs in
SAis our climate — it's too hot and very
vicious on pigs, who can't sweat. So in
our pens, we have misters and tunnel
fans to keep them cool.”

While The Advertiser reported
recently that the number of Australians
buying imported pork was at $17
million per week and Australian pork
producers were “struggling” (‘Pig farms
hammered’, The Advertiser, January 5,
2021), Mr McLean said it was “not all
that surprising”.

buyers across Australia; the buyers, in
turn, service markets both nationally,
from supermarkets and restaurants to
smallgoods and butchers, and across the
eastern seaboard as well,” Mr McLean
said.

Feed is 50 per cent of the cost

of running a pig farm...

ASF is a contagious viral disease
affecting domestic and wild pigs that
currently has no vaccine and kills 80 per
cent of pigs it infects.

In December 2019, the Australian
Government announced $66.6 million
to address the threat of ASF, and the
disease has not been reported in
Australia.

14

“Biosecurity and issues overseas
regarding ASF — which only affects pigs
— caused, in my opinion, more disruption
to the pork industry globally than even
COVID-19 did. In the US, COVID caused
some large pork processing plants to
close for several weeks, disrupting their
industry.

“A lot of the global pig/pork supply

consumer of pork in the world, and ASF
cut China's pork production by about
50 per cent, resulting in national pork
shortages which were supplied by other
countries, like the US and Europe.”

While 2020 proved a difficult year,
Mr McLean said agricultural industries
were not as seriously impacted as many
others.

“As an essential industry, we were
fortunate to not be as heavily impacted
by COVID-19 as many other industries —
we have even put on extra staff this year,”
he said.

“Feed is 50 per cent of the cost of
running a pig farm; (Riverhaven's) grain
is sourced from all over SA, and the last
season was a really good one for grain
farmers.

“We have 1000 breeding sows here at
Taylorville and 1000 at Eudunda, and sell
about 45,000 pigs per year over the two
farms; at any one time, we have 9000
pigs on each farm.

“Traditionally, ham and bacon is
“The pigs we have here are stall-free produced from imported pork," he said.
pigs; the sows are breeding stock that

Igs, ) ! “It's very difficult to find Australian
live in groups once inseminated for

bacon in supermarkets; however, there
are some companies that have chosen
to use wholly Australian pork which can
be seen with the bright pink Australian
Pork logo or the bar chart showing

it contains more than 90 per cent
Australian content. This is great as it
supports local jobs, and also provides a
fresh local ham and bacon option.

"Australian-raised pork is generally
sold fresh at butcher and supermarkets,
and in restaurants, while imported pork
has to come into the country frozen —
it's Australian law.

"So that imported pork is what you
will generally buy in the deli section at
the supermarket as ham and bacon is
manufactured from overseas, frozen
pork.

"Frozen pork also loses moisture
which affects the prices; local pork will
always be more expensive.

"Look for the Australian made label
on the packaging — if it's below 90 per
cent Australia, you have a higher risk
of much more imported pork in the
produce.”
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Experience
Matters: L-R Cain
Meschiati, Paula
Liddle, Ben Trengove.

Succession planning - keeping families together

When it comes to navigating
sensitive and complex issues such
as succession planning, it pays to
have trusted advisors in your corner
who truly understand agricultural
business.

William Buck's expert team not only
has decades of experience under their
belt, but also deep personal roots in
the farming sector.

The firm's agricultural foundations
date back 75 years with long-
standing relationships forged with
many primary producers and regional
businesses ever since. It is now
one of the strongest agri advisory
firms in South Australia and is the
largest locally owned accounting and
advisory firm in the state.

It's the firm's unrivalled track
record and personal understanding
of the unique challenges facing rural
and agricultural business that makes
William Buck the advisors of choice
among all family and corporate

GET IN TOUCH

businesses and individuals right
across regional SA.

Growing up on a family farm in
the Mid North and having her own
small farm in the Adelaide Hills,
Agribusiness Specialist at William
Buck, Paula Liddle, is no stranger
to the business issues that farming
families face.

"We make it our business to

understand the unique challenges,
risks and opportunities facing each
client," says Paula.

“While the industries may differ, it's
often the same issues that continue
to keep people up at night and
succession planning is constantly
high on that list.

“Handled well, it can take the
business to the next level and create
very favourable financial outcomes
for the family. Handled poorly and
the business and family relationships
can be ruined. Our aim is to keep the
family unit together.”

Level 6, 211 Victoria Square Adelaide SA 5000
Telephone 08 8409 4333 | Email paula.liddle@williambuck.com

williambuck.com

A complete
solution for
agricultural
businesses
and families

Navigating the future with the Next
Generation

Managing the transition of the
business to the next generation is
a common cause of stress among
farmers. This can become more
problematic as sons and daughters
pursue careers away from the farm or
move interstate.

William Buck's Agri team works
closely with clients to establish
a clear plan as early as possible
enabling more effective long-term
decision making for the farming
enterprise and lessening the risk of
disputes or disappointment down the
track.

»» William Buck

ACCOUNTANTS & ADVISORS

¥ i/ s L r

William Buck's five key tips for a
successful succession

1. Plan, and plan early

Asking yourself the right questions
and having a clear understanding
of your objectives are the key first
steps.

2. Understand and embrace family
dynamics

It's vital that families have a

clear decision-making hierarchy,
well understood roles and
responsibilities and there is clear
and regular communication.

3. Maintain fairness and equity
Careful consideration is required to
ensure the allocation of assets is
fair and equitable, particularly when
non-farm siblings are involved.

4. Ensure your plan makes financial
sense

It's important to consider the
structure of the business and the
financial implications including
future available cashflow for the
business and family members,

and taxation and transfer costs
associated with any assets passed
on.

5. Objective independent advice
An experienced independent
adviser can provide business and
financial guidance free from the
influence of family dynamics.

William Buck Services
— Business structuring
— Tax advice

— Succession planning

— Business management
— Finance

— Superannuation

— Wealth creation

Farmer
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Many claim to have originality, but Gessner lead the way in providing a unique and complete range
of deep ripping solutions. From our robust frame designs and fuel-efficient parabolic ripping tines,
Gessner’s 45 years of success is simple - build machines that “outlast and outperform”.

With almost 40 HDR's sold into Western Australia in the last two seasons, we are looking for
a S.A. Dealer to share in our success.

0746150100 | gessner.com.au
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accident.

“Our auditor came along to do our
regular audit and saw what we were doing.

FLEET of small winemakers —
like Pam and Tony Barich from
Whistling Kite Wines — are
helping put the Riverland on
the map as a high-quality wine
producing region.

Long known as a region that produces
wine grapes in bulk, more and more niche
and adventurous winemakers are making
sure the Riverland is known for so much
more when it comes to wine.

“Tony didn't feel organic was enough,
you're restricted with what you can do
with organic farming, so we started
going to biodynamic workshops and we
started implementing their practices.

“And the auditor picked up that we

were using biodynamic processes and
asked if we were going for biodynamic

Based on the Murray River between
Moorook and Loxton at New Residence,
Pam and Tony have been busy exploring the
world of alternative varieties, and organic
and biodynamic practices.

While 99 per cent of grapes grown on the
property are sold on to the Yalumba Winery
in Angaston, the pair hold onto 10 per cent
to make their own line of wine.

Tony purchased the well-established
property off of his father in 1976 and along
with Pam, and sons Adam (right) and Callan
work hard to produce high-quality wine

certification.

“When we asked why he said

because we qualify.”

Pam said the aim of
biodynamic is to have
no outside inputs into
production.

“We look to nature
to correct imbalances
in the vineyard,” she
said.

“So ideally
we would make

We look to nature to correct

imbalances in the vineyard...

grapes.

And while Tony has always been
interested in biodynamic practices,
achieving certification was more of a happy
coincidence than intentional.

Pam explained it all came about when
they applied for organic certification around
two decades ago.

“We applied for our organic certification in
1997, so we had full certification in 2000,"
she said.

“And biodynamic certification came by

compost, but
because the
vineyard was

set up before

we started
biodynamic
practices we don't
have room to grow
green manure and
things like that.

“Tony and Adam
make 10 to 12
thousand litres of

From packaging shed fo the retail outlet, edp
ausfralia can supply everything you need.

®

edp australia pty Itd

33-37 O'Brien Street Mooroopna VIC 3629
Phone: (03) 56820 5337 - Email: sales@edp.com.au

KEEPING AUSTRALIA MANUFACTURING
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composted teas and they can be made from casuarinas, which grow
along the river.

"And casuarinas are very high in silica, so we use a silica spray on the
vineyard before a rain event because the silica will toughen the berries to
avoid splitting.”

Pam said Tony is a reader of all non-fiction, plant-based, farming
based books, and has educated himself on the many benefits of using
nature to support the vineyard.

Another reason for seeking organic certification and happening upon
biodynamic certification was for the marketing benefits.

“It really presents opportunity from a marketing point of view," Tony
said.

“We've been using the practices for a very long time but that
certification means we can showcase it."

Pam said the organic and biodynamic practices, plus the exploration of
alternative varieties helped gain the attention of the Yalumba Winery.

“Yalumba contracted us in 2005 to grow organic fruit for them,” she
said.

“They established their own organic range from our vineyard.

“They were aware Tony was experimenting with some alternative
varieties, like he had small patches of montepulciano, petit verdot,
vermentino, and all these different varieties.

"Yalumba's viticulturist was very aware of what was happening in the
Riverland with the alternative varieties that were up here, so in 2009 he
asked us to help set up the Riverland Alternative Wine Group, along with

DISCOVER SACRED HEART

<= sacred Heart College is a Catholic Co-Educational School for
Years 7 - 12 across two campuses in the Marist Tradition.
We promote a love of learning and foster Courageous Hearts.

As a leader in Catholic education since 1897, Sacred Heart
College empowers young people to remain true to their
Marist values as they bravely and compassionately respond to
the world around them.

Courageous Heart. Sacred Heart.
Champagnat Campus (Years 7 - 9) Marcellin Campus (Years 10 - 12)

28 Percy Ave, Mitchell Park SA 5043 195 Brighton Rd, Somerton Park SA 5044
enquiries@shc.sa.edu.au | www.shc.sa.edu.au | (08) 8350 2500 enquiries@shc.sa.edu.au | www.shc.sa.edu.au | (08) 8350 2500
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The property is also home to beehives and a patch of lavendar, which is harvested for lavendar oil.

919 Wines and other growers.”

While Pam and Tony are first and foremost wine grape
growers, they said establishing the small winemaker
group presented an opportunity to create their own label.

"We saw it as a chance to showcase what the
Riverland is capable of and follow our practices through
to the bottle,” Pam said.

“Our main aim with our label is to bring recognition to
the Riverland. There's so much opportunity here.

“And there's so many small emerging producers here.

"So we approached Yalumba and they released certain
rows in the vineyard to us so we can make our own wine.

“In 2010 we did our first label and 919 Wines converted
their winery to process organic fruit."

Like so many businesses, COVID-19 had an impact on
Whistling Kites Wines, but Adam said the bounce back
has been positive.

“We were about to do regular hours then COVID hit so
that changed everything and we also lost out of Easter
trade which is significant for us,” he said.

“In saying that we did a few online specials and the
local support was amazing.

“"As people could come back they did."

The Whistling Kite property, which is situated on a

breathtaking bend of the Murray River, is home to 16
hectares of certified organic vineyards.

While the bulk of the property is dedicated to shiraz
and viognier, smaller patches of alternative varieties like
montepulciano, petit verdot, mencia and vermentino also
can be found scattered throughout the block.

"F

“Montepulciano is an example of a variety that is so
well suited to this region,” Adam said.

“It can really handle anything that's thrown at it and it
just makes a good wine.
“Our climate is really well suited to alternative varieties,

really well suited to organic practices and growing quality
fruit.

' DOUBLE-BARRELLED GOATLING GUN

MY DAY!

Come in store today to view our large
selection of firearms.
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SUNLANDS
868 Ramco Road, Waikerie | 8541 9073 S E RVI C E C E NTR E

Feed-out Bins

Our main aim with
our label is to
bring recognition
to the Riverland.
There's so much
opportunity here.
And there’s

so many small
emerging
producers here.

"When you have quality fruit, you'll have quality wine."

The family owned and run venture is now looking
ahead to the Easter long weekend and getting ready to
welcome patrons onto their property to showcase their
glorious location and delicious wines.

The trio says "watch this space” because the future of
wine in the Riverland is very bright.

Free Call 1800 655 033

sales@commanderagquip.com.au

Self-Propelled Augers

www.commanderagquip.com.au
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frost fans

Introducing lan Mason, Sales Manager

for Australian Frost Fans, who has hit the

ground running since joining Australian

Frost Fans in August. lan has international

sales and marketing experience with an
excellent understanding of the ag and

produce sectors, including nearly 4 years

with Bailey’s Fertiliser.

lan’s enjoying being part of the team
and has seen the value of Frost Fan™
wind machines used by growers over

the recent spring frosts. “Preventing
crop damage and helping your business
grow is what gets me out of bed in the
morning”, says lan. “Conversely, there's
nothing worse than being the ‘undertaker’
turning up after a frost event where
growers have no frost mitigation.”

lan has put together a list of reasons

to choose Australian Frost Fans and
why he believes growers should opt for
FrostBoss® machines.

HELPING YOUR BUSINESS GROW

lan Mason
Sales Manager
Australian Frost Fans

« reasons for choosing Australian Frost Fans »

are the most popular machine

in Australia and New Zealand.
FrostBoss® Frost Fans™ have
been installed in Australia since
the 1990’s. Manufactured in New

torque of the engine is generated. when they purchase a FrostBoss®

Frost Fan™.

The last thing you want is a machine
fault caused by rodent damage or
an engine fire due to a bird’s nest.

Zealand, the company has a
significant research and development
programme focused on improving
the efficiency and reliability of Frost
Fans™. This includes comparative
testing and the use of Computational
Fluid Dynamics (CFD) analysis

to understand exactly how our
FrostBoss® machines perform.

When we set out to design the
FrostBoss® composite fan blade we
had 3 goals — low noise, excellent
coverage and fuel efficiency.
FrostBoss® composite fan blades
are incredibly strong with an
aerodynamic design, which makes
the entire blade length from hub to tip
produce a uniform wind momentum.
This optimises the coverage area at
an efficient low engine speed of 1750
— 1800rpm at which the maximum

That's why we designed a lockable
engine cabinet to resist birds and
rodents.

FrostBoss® machines feature a
490-litre integral diesel fuel tank. The
integral fuel tank provides greater
security with a lockable fuel cap and
no readily accessible fuel lines.

FrostWatch™ monitoring is a ‘must’
if you don't live on-site or you're
running multiple fans. Alarms can

be generated in the form of text
messages. Frost Fan™ status along
with tower temperature, engine rpm,
battery status, wind speed and trip
hours are sent to your Loncel hosted
customer-specific website. By far
the majority of our customers specify
FrostWatch™ monitoring capability

We don't indent stock. That means
shorter lead times for installation and
highly responsive after-sales service
and support.

We are passionate about what we
do — providing crop security to help
your business grow. As specialists,
our livelihoods depend solely on
our reputation and wind machine
expertise.

We have a growing network of
Service Centres, each with dedicated
and specially equipped service
trucks. These trucks provide safe
access to top gearboxes and fast,
environmentally safe oil changes.

We service and upgrade most
makes/models of wind machine — not
just FrostBoss® machines. Upgrades
and retrofits include the installation
of composite blades, centrifugal
clutches and Auto-Start™/Stop
controllers.

FrostBoss® machines provide
affordable and ongoing insurance.
‘Mother Nature’ is the biggest risk
for Australian growers. For most
situations, active protection against
frost and cold injury provides
compelling returns. The FrostBoss®
C49 (4-blade) is the most popular
wind machine in Australia, protecting
a wide range of crops including
grapes, citrus, almonds, blueberries,
pip fruit, stone fruit and avocado.
Run your numbers through the ROI
calculator at www.BossTheFrost.
com.au and, if you like what you see,
give us a call.

L\

Extreme temperature

ranges are here to stay.

That means managing frost .
risk to avoid devastating losses. H_;":"'""‘
Calculate the R.O.l. by

installing a quiet, reliable

and efficient FROSTBOSS C49.

But don't take our word for it (or our competitors) — read what our customers say at www.aussiefrostfans.com.au/testimonials.

We're also very happy to put you in touch with existing FrostBoss® customers, to help you make the right decision.
For all your Frost Fan™ requirements give lan a call on 0448 111 384. \/\

TS3317-V4

lan Mason
M 0448 111 384
P 1800 797 629

E info@aussiefrostfans.com.au
W aussiefrostfans.com.au

bossthefrost.com.au

frost fans
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The name you can trust when it comes
to everything electrical and solar

“Totally Dependable” is Laser Electrical's
motto and has been for 10 years now.

When you entrust Laser Electrical
Renmark to complete your electrical
work you can depend on them to do
so efficiently and professionally with
quality service second to none. Laser
prides itself on delivering consistent
pricing, high service standards and
punctuality from its highly skilled team
that always displays the highest level of
professionalism and quality. The Laser
Electrical team doesn't rest until you are
100 per cent satisfied every time.

Operating from their fully staffed office
at 177 Fourteenth Street, Renmark, they
service all Riverland towns and offer a
24/7 emergency breakdown service for
those times when you need help the
most.

Laser Electrical offers a full range of
electrical services from small repairs
and domestic installations right through
to the largest commercial and industrial
projects. No job is too small or too large.

With strong growth every year, Laser
has been able to increase staff levels and
services offered.

Solar has been a stand out growth
area of the business so much so that
Laser Electrical Renmark now has
its own solar division offering highly
competitive installations using only
the most reliable and efficient products
available. The Laser solar team can have

/;

Call Brodie Now

8586 6008

Find us on:

your power bill reduced or eliminated
before you know it. Contact Laser
Electrical in Renmark today for the best
deal on solar.

Some of the services we offer are:

*  General domestic electrical
maintenance, repairs and new
installations. Anything from
adding a power point to tv aerials,
LED lighting, shed wiring, cable
repairs and more.

+  Commercial and industrial
electrical maintenance and
installations, projects, design
and installation. Property
maintenance.

High Quality Fully
Installed 6.6kw
system from

$4,990* |

*conditions apply

Sports lighting design and
installation.

Switchboard upgrades.

Solar design and installation for
home and business. From your
initial contact with us through
to your quote, design and
installation, all done by Laser
Electrical. No subcontractors
used, which is why we offer
our 10-year guarantee on
workmanship.

SolarArk Solar powered roof
extractors replacing the old
Whirly Birds, various sizes
available for homes right through

renmark@Ilaserelectrical.com.au

177 Fourteenth St, Renmark facebook.

&)

to factories. One roof extractor
is as efficient as up to 20 Whirly
Birds allowing the roof space to
be cooler placing less stress on
the air-conditioning and saving
you money. Extractors can be
purchased from the office as a
DIY product or we can install for
you.

Off grid solar drainage for
agriculture eliminating the need
for expensive diesel pumps and
gensets.

Thermal imaging service
highlighting overheated circuits
in switchboards. We can also
provide a detailed report showing
before and after repairs. Thermal
imaging can prevent breakdowns
and save you money and time.
Installation and fault finding of
irrigation pumps, control boards,
variable speed drives and PLC's.
Appliance test and tagging, RCD
safety switch testing.

Smoke alarm replacements and
installations.

Government rebated LED lighting
scheme approved. Talk with us to
see if your business qualifies to
have government subsidised LED
lighting installed.

If you think electrical, think Laser
Electrical.

b he hy

Electrical

aser

“Totally Dependable”
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For all your plumbing needs, think Laser
!

A CUSTOMER focused and totally
dependable company, Laser Plumbing
can handle all of your plumbing
requirements no matter how big or
small.

With a 24-hour/seven day service and
a fully manned office at 177 Fourteenth
Street, in Renmark, we are ready to
respond to your plumbing needs
whether it be a simple tap repair, water
filtration or a commercial fit out .

Contact our office today on
8586 6685 and we will have you up and
running in no time.

Laser plumbing has grown strongly
since its formation in 2014 and now
services all Riverland towns for your
plumbing and water filtration needs.

Some of the Laser Plumbing services
are:

+  General plumbing and
maintenance along with
breakdown emergencies with our
24/7 service from our qualified
plumbers.

+ Qualified and certified gas
plumbing and repairs.

Hot water unit installations and
replacements whether it be
electric, solar, gas or electric heat
pump.

Government subsidisation
available on most hot water
units. Give us a call to find out if
your new hot water unit qualifies.
Septic, storage and rain water
tank replacements.

An impressive range of water
filters, from small under bench

units in your kitchen, houseboat
or swimming pool to whole of
house and more. Our range of
filters from SafeWater, Pentair
and Puretec can easily convert
the worst water to crystal clear
safe drinking water.

For the swimming pool we have
solar powered pool pumps

and electric heat pump water
heating to extend your swimming
season. Talk with us today to
discover how we can help to
slash the running cost of your
pool or spa.

High-pressure water jetting
to clear the most stubborn of
blocked drains, cutting out tree
roots, leaving your drains to drain .
freely.
Drain re-lining. The most cost-
effective and efficient way of
repairing broken, collapsed
and missing sections of drains,
either above or below ground.
No costly excavation, repairs or
replacement and no damage to
your landscaping.

+  Video inspections of drains,
locating that specific pointin a

The best water filters for your home.

FILTERS FOR ALL

10,000 +
litres per day
Easy to Use
No Power required
for some models

drain that's blocked or broken
enabling a fast-efficient repair
that's cost effective.

Hydrosil, stocked and sold from
our office, the environment and
body friendly replacement to
chlorine. Hydrosil can be used
to sanitise tank water, filters,
swimming pools and spas
without all the nasties that go
with chlorine. Combine Hydrosil
with our range of water filters
and you will have the safest
water available.

CONTAMINANTS

& POLLUTANTS
REMOVES 99%

Safe, Clean
Drinking Water

_LIC} PGE261104

Call Laser Plumbing Now

8586 6685 2 PENTAIR

177 Fourteenth St, Renmark

heGuard

Plumbing

renmark@laserplumbing.com.au Laser
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HELPING*’Y\OU TOFARM SMARTER

\WWe) offer a Wlde srange | of guality manufacturers
| to glyve: you__better outcomes for your dollar

RECONDITIONED WOOL PRESS
to suit your application and budget

MACBro “' Power-Matic 'S’
In wool press

v We come to you v We set up v We service and maintain Statewide

T RURO rncessesoia

AGENCIES Email: sales@truroagencies.com.au

THIS AUTUMN!

Upper Murray Seeds From 1 February to 31 May, get $50 cash back
when you purchase a range of UMS proprietary pasture seed.*

$50 for every of selected
UMS Proprietary Cereals:

$50 for every of selected \Qthypoon

UMS Proprietary Grasses: FORAGE BARLEY

Q%gsAtomic@ £-7Lavish

ANNUALRYEGRASS 1 1 FORAGE OATS

st@* i . /850 for every - Ul j'of selected =0 I
>)ANNUA EGRASS . /| UMS'Proprietary Blends:y /| |

"@Awesom

SHORT TERM RYEGRASS

e é& ' \’ré
‘ r | 4} |
X SHOf’\TTERM R\ERGRASS \

\"‘ ‘! .“"<

To learn more speak to Keith Lange, Southern Victoria *Terms and conditions apply.
& South Australia Area Manager on 0428 406 464.
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MICHAEL Costa has been in the almond "Officially Costa Brothers has been that he made us all learn a trade out of
industry his whole life. around since my brothers and | bought a high school so we could have experience

His father, Don, started growing grapes property up in Swan Reach in 2006 — but working for someone other than family —
in the 1940s, and kept a small patch we've been doing this for more than 50 he didn't want us getting any lazy habits
of almonds as a side project, before years," he said. just because we owned the place.
eventually ripping up the grapes in the ‘It can be long hours when it's time to “(Mr Latella) is one of the most
1980s to focus entirely on almonds. work, but it really is a terrific lifestyle. experienced processors in the entire

Don still works on the farm, as well “We're born and raised in the Adelaide country, and he’:? teaching all of our newer
as their head processing operator Lorry Plains — myself, my father, my brothers and ~ employees how it's done — you can't really
Latella who has been in the role for nearly sisters all live within a five-minute walk put a price on that."
40 years, and Michael said it's that level from each other. The process has been made quicker and
of expertise that separates Costa Brothers "My dad was so serious about us more efficient over the years thanks to
from the field. learning how to do things the right way advances in technology, with the amount of

g ; : \}.f‘{\ : A . i : " BEFORE
% Soften hard water for decades ; T il
on $10 power yearly {) i

¥ Clear out scaled pipes, increase flows
* More effective than magnets by design

/ ) % Grow healthy plants using saline water
5 * Healthy stock using hard water
% No waste streams or decreases in flow
J /‘{*" * Used by farmers, stations, councils,
mining companies
Sa I In Ity’, .Sca,le!._,l ron aind * Scientifically tested and proven technology

. ¥ Australian Made and Owned for 23 years
) . .

HYDROSMART® wownysrosmarteoman
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hardwater solution
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almonds that can be processed going from 300 kilos
per hour, to roughly three tonnes per hour, allowing
Costa Brothers to produce 6000 tonnes of clean raw
product every year.

What was initially a small family operation now
employs 40 people in the peak of harvesting season,
and while it is possible in the near future to further
scale-up the production, there are also incentives in
creating a demand for quality.

Having seen the evolution of the Australian almond
market, Michael said he is proud of the way Costa
Brothers has avoided a lot of the corporatisation of the
industry.

“North America is the biggest producer of almonds
in the world, and seeing as our seasons operate at
different times of the year down in Australia, we've
started to see a lot of international companies flooding
into the country,” he said.

The fact is, almonds
require a serious

amount of water

"] feel like the way they are set up is essentially
about quantity instead of quality, but for us we
really do take pride in producing some of the most
consistently highest graded almonds you can find.

“I do fear in the future that some of the much
smaller almond farmers are going to be driven out of
business by these big international operations, and it's
likely that eventually a number of factors will force us
out into the Riverland full time."

Michael is bullish about the future of the industry,

Mycosorb® A*. Protect your stock from
the dangers of mycotoxins.

Mycotoxins impact animal health and your profits.

Mycosorb® A* aids in the management of adverse effects that may result from
mycotoxin contaminants which could be present in hay and stock feeds. The unique
technology behind Mycosorb® A+ can help you fight the threat of mycotoxins in your
animal's feed.

Choose the best protection and keep your stock and your profits healthy with
Mycosorb® A* and Alltech Lienert Australia.

For more information, contact your local Alltech Lienert sales representative or call 1800 649 231.

{. ,(:-‘htech@’UENERT

Alltechlienert.com.au | [ AlltechLienert
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Officially Costa
Brothers has been
around since my
brothers and |
bought a property
up in Swan Reach
in 2006 - but
we've been doing
this for more than
50 years

saying it's "definitely trending up", but that long-term
solutions regarding water supply is the number-one
problem which needs addressing.

“The fact is, almonds require a serious amount of
water," he said.

“Water can be very expensive — especially during
droughts, which aren't too uncommon in this country
— but | think we could figure out how to harness a lot
of the water up north that flows directly into the ocean.

“In Europe they are able to pump water through
mountains and all kinds of tough terrain — what's
stopping us from doing that in Australia?

“To me, it makes a lot of sense to be trying to
capture as much water as we can, and if we were ever
able to pump that into the base of the Murray River
and let it run downstream we could solve a whole
range of issues.”

For more information about Costa Brothers Hullers
& Shellers head to (www.costabros.com).

- LVS GROUP -

VINEYARD SERVICES & FENCING

Vineyard Development & Maintenance: Includes
pruning, vinetraining, planting, hand picking.

New Development: Includes post install, strainer
install, wire work, above ground irrigation work,
vine planting, vine training etc.

PIcK ERIN G TRANSPORT We can supply contract rates that include the

total price for each task at aunit price making

RENMARK TO ADELAIDE & MELBOURNE DAILY budgeting a breeze.
Servicing Renmark, Berri, Barmera, Loxton & Waikerie We also have two down hole rock-drilling
) machines making sure we can get postsin any
Airport Road, Renmark (Old Calperum) ground conditions.

RZ9301-V3

PH: 8586 2000

Damion Linke Manager 8562 4299
Adelaide Depot: 13-21 Wilkins Rd, Gillman. Phone 8193 7400 . . ;
Melbourne depot: 80 Strzelecki Ave, Sunshine Vic Phone 03 8326 6200 www.linkevi neyardse rvices.com.au
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RIVERLAND, Mallee and
Lower North primary
producers will be hop-
ing to avoid a dry year
after below-average
rainfall to begin
2021.

The Bureau
of Meteorology
(BoM) recorded
13.4mm of rain in
Renmark during
January — down
from 20.2mm
during the month
in 2020 — com-
pared to an average
of 38.3mm for the
month.

A total of 10.4mm

of rain fell in Renmark during
December 2020 — compared to an
average of 18.2mm for the month -
and 6.8mm in November.

BoM also recorded 12.6mm of rain
in Loxton during January, compared
to an average of 37.2mm for the
month and down from 21.3mm at
this time last year.

Loxton received 11.Tmm of rain-
fall during November and 9mm in
December.

Waikerie saw 9mm of rain during
January, compared to an average of
41mm, while the town recorded its
driest November since 1999 with a
total of just 5.4mm.

Gawler recorded 30.6mm of rain
so far this year to sit not far off the

Rain levels

RENMARK

January total, 2021: 13.4mm

January to February 2020: 20.2mm
January to February average: 38.3mm

LOXTON

January total, 2021: 12.6mm

January to February 2020: 21.3mm
January to February average: 37.2mm

WAIKRERIE

January total, 2021: 9mm

January to February 2020: 27mm
January to February average: 41mm

LAMEROO

January total;/2021:24.8mm
January to February 2020: 64.2mm
January to February average: 40.5mm

GAWLER

January total, 2021: 30.6mm

January to February 2020: 27.6mm
January to February average: 36.7mm

Storage levels

DARTMOUTH DAM
Current storage: 62%

This time last month: 62%
This time last year:. 48%

HUME DAM

Current storage: 57%

This time last month: 65%
This time last year:. 19%

LARE VICTORIA
Current storage: 54%

This time last month: 63%
This time last year: 45%

MENINDEE LAKES
Current storage: 19%
This time lastmonth: 21%
This time last year.'0

3=

BALANCING SERVICES

 Locally owned and operated « Friendly customer service  Fast turn around time

== INDUSTRIAL DYNAMIC BALANCING ==

i LITCHFIELD

A b Ry |

Flows into SA

i

Rain lacking in January,
but storages healthy

long-term average for January to
February of 36.7mm.

Lameroo has seen 24.8mm of
rain to begin the year, however this
was still below half the total that fell
by this time in 2020, while 16.4mm
recorded in Gawler was also half the
historical January to February aver-
age.

Latest reports from the Murray-
Darling Basin Authority indicate
total active storages had reduced
by 106GL to 4177GL, or 51 per cent
capacity.

This marked a two per cent
decrease since the beginning of
January, although is higher than the
30 per cent recorded at this time last
year.

CURRENT FLOWS
9200ML per day

THIS TIME LAST MONTH
10,400ML per day

THIS TIME IN 2019
T7900ML per day

2 P A / - . .
THE CHEAPER & MORE CONSISTENT WAY
OF KEEPING YOUR ANIMALS HEALTHY!

Makers of Animal Supplement Blocks & Loose Mix /// ‘Tailor-made’ Blocks & Loose Mixes are our specialty
Ask your stock agent or buy direct

1kg - 7 ton

« Flail Rotors « Slashers « Header Rotors « Feeders « Pump Impellers « Fans « Straw Thrashers

=== GENERAL MACHINING =

o Lathe ¢ Milling « Drilling « Welding « Robotic Plasma Cutting
TRUSTED NAME IN THE INDUSTRY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

Servicing all areas Ph. 08 8262 4545 « Fx. 08 8262 4453
Email: admin@litchfieldbalancing.com.au « Dry Creek SA 5094 « ABN 83 613 360 099

TS3545

TS3548

SNOWTOWN, SA

PHONE 8865 2076 OR 0428 339923 // SALTDISTRIBUTORS.COM.AU
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Nutrien Harcourts

At Nutrien Harcourts we

are dedicated exclusively to
servicing real estate needs in
Regional and Rural Australia

With a National Footprint of over 400 locations and as part
of Nutrien Ag Solutions, the Largest Distributor of Farming
Supplies & Fertiliser in Australia, we are well placed to offer
real estate solutions to the rural community at both the local
and national level.

We know property at the Local Level and can promote at a
National Level to maximise results for you.

Don’t Hesitate - We’re having had great results in 2020 -
Call Now and Let’s see what can be achieved.

GUS COMBATTI
Real Estate Specialist - All Riverland Districts

M: 0411 754 895
E: gus.combatti@nh.com.au

Nutrien Harcourts Berri (08) 8582 3155 - RLA102485

Broker
Insurance

needs are covere

that works for you.
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Ensure your risk protection

With Nutrien Insurance, our broking specialists will
discuss your options and can arrange the right cover

\ Farm \ Home & contents and landlords
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\ Private & commercial motor \ Aviation

\ Crop \ Specialist agribusiness

\ Stud livestock \ Heavy Motor and Logistics
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Farmer

Growing a vegetable business
in the Mallee - a multi-million
dollar success story

WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY DEIRDRE GRAHAM

MARK and Fiona Pye settled close to Parilla in 1990 after
arriving from New Zealand — and have since made them-
selves a name as one of Australia's most successful vegeta-
ble growers.

They had been awarded a contract to grow French fries
for McCains after Mark's (right) parents sold their vegetable
processing plant to the Canadian multinational frozen food
company.

The Pye Group has now gone from growing 3000 tonnes
of potatoes in its early days to 120,000 tonnes of potatoes,
40,000 tonnes of carrots, and 50,000 tonnes of onions a year.

The business has reached an impressive turnover of $100

was good, and so was the water,” Mrs Pye said.

“Soon after moving to the Mallee we met the Zerella family
and started growing for them, and over time bought them out.

“We started with a handful of workers, including some fam-
ily friends from New Zealand, and now employ almost 400
people.”

Mrs Pye is proud of her global workers, with the firm cur-
rently employing people from Afghanistan, India, Korea,
Ukraine, England, Germany, Holland, South Africa, New
Zealand and Australia.

“Our family motto is to think big and keep it simple,” she
said.

;nn'g'ergxﬁ::;ﬁ';b;fnas:g%'géeﬁeg;r?:sln both the Mallee “It can be challenging, but it is good. | think we have helped

Wh J 945 i put Parilla on the map.
Par:/I\Ila firr:ev‘:nrzove 19 = “The majority of our market — about 90 per cent — is

. & ' domestic.

was relative- i f i )
ly cheap, .'i' . y “We do export potatoes, carrots and onions throughout
the sy ) the year, mainly exporting onions to Taiwan and Malaysia."
soil 7 The Pye Group sells to Woolworths, Coles, Aldi, Foodland,

IGA, and other independents.

Mrs Pye said the key to further expansion would be
diversification, and innovation.

With that in mind they are investing more than
$35 million on a new potato washing and packing
facility, and associated buildings.

- .

With the railways closed, they rely on

Collins Transport and Lindsay

Transport to move their prod-
uct to the Eastern seaboard.

..retirement living

Display homes now open for inspection
in Nuriootpa and Tanunda

Scoot in today and view our brand new homes, they're available now.
Plan your move with the team at Tanunda Lutheran Home. They have over 60 years of experience and are
dedicated to providing the highest quality service to their Retirement Living and Assisted Care Residents.

Open for inspection by appointment. Make your retirement life the best it can be.

CONTACT OUR FRIENDLY STAFF
P | 08 8563 7777

www.retirementlivingbarossa.com.au

RETIREMENT LIVING

A Tanunda
,i:g)‘ Lutheran Home Inc.

Enriching the lives of our older people

BAROSSA STYLE
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Succession is similar to a journey or a trip; we have a basic idea of U EUSEIHIESS Lt
. understand Farmers.
where we want to go but a vague understanding of where to start

This is where Rural Generations can help you!

+ Succession planning options — including any government benefits and Farm Household Allowance.

+ Business plans — focusing on current and future needs. For example can the business support another family?
+ Pension and Aged Care considerations

+ Understanding — How farm and non-farm assets might be distributed if conditions of 'wills' are exercised.
+ Information and support going forward.

ural . See you at the Karoonda Farm Fair!
enerations  Don't wait, give us a call today!

M: John 0447 787 436 - W: www.ruralgen.com.au ° E: johnwhite@ruralgen.com.au
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Maximise Your Yield

Fresh or Composted Poultry manure

Ideal for: Soil Conditioning * Fertilising
e Water Conservation

We sell direct to industry horticulturalists, farmers and vignerons
Typical analysis - Organic Carbon 29% N4.2% P2.2% K1.8% Calcium 3.6% and other minor elements

BML
Auctions

Farm Clearing Sales |
Furniture &
Collectables

Covering All Areas

BML Auctions Eudunda N l ' Compt:ltedl toeAS44 54
Budgie Schiller 0437 795 190 Organlcs

Katie Preston 0408 809 259
We Keep Your Sale Moving

8569 81 59

www.nuleaforganics.com.au
habyadmin@bigpond.com

NC12616

Email: bmlauctions@gmail.com

Find us on

LZ12915-V2
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From°21,990.00 From*23,990.00 = & From®35,000.00 :
2.5 TON DIESEL OR LPG 3 TON DIESEL OR LPG 3.5 TON DIESEL OR LPG 2.5 TON 2WD/4WD ALL TERRAIN
v Low mast v Side shift v Low mast v Side shift v Low mast v Side shift v’ Diesel v/ Pneumatic Tyres
v' Pneumatic tyres v’ Pneumatic tyres v’ Pneumatic tyres v Side shift v' Low Mast

rom$59,590.00 rom$79,800.00

rom$39,790.00 4 WM .....$59,000.00

5 TON DIESEL OR LPG 5 TON 2WD/4WD ALL TERRAIN 7 TON DIESEL 8 -10 TON DIESEL
v Low mast option v Side shift v Diesel v Pneumatic Tyres v Side shift v/ Pneumatic tyres v Side shift / Fork Positioner
v Pneumatic tyres v Side shift v' Low Mast v Other attachments available v" Pneumatic tyres

WWW . FORKLIFTSDIRECT.COM.AU M E

All pricing is GST Exclusive. Delivery to site available. WARRANTY

FORKLIFTS DIRECT 8C McGowan Street, Pooraka SA 5095

E. sales@forkliftsdirect.com.au *  Finance available
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Farmer

“Building the new wash here in Parilla, closer (where the virus has taken hold). obviously sales to restaurants and processors
to the farm sites, will reduce the number of The new infrastructure is expected to be com- supplying airlines were down, which made up 30
B-doubles we have travelling between the Mallee  pjete by July, even though a problem with getting ~ Per cent of our sales.
region and Virginia by 70 each week, reducing technicians from Europe has presented itself. “Spud Lite is going really well for us, people are
greenhouse emissions,” Mrs Pye said. “They will be out here, but with COVID it willbe ~ justloving the taste, and the cheeky benefit of
“With the new shed, we have quite a few fami- a challenge,” Mrs Pye said. less carbs.
lies moving to the Mallee region, so we are getting That said COVID has had some positive spin- “We are getting a lot of repeat orders, and as
some new transportable homes being delivered in offs over the past year, especially for their low- people try it, they generally stick with it.”
the next few weeks. . ' S
o ) carb Spud Lite brand. The scale of the Pye Group enterprise is diffi-
It will be great for the community, for the “COVID-19 was crazy," Mrs Pye said. cult to describe, and Mrs Pye said the average city

schools, supermarkets, and everyone around.”

It will also mean more than 40 jobs will become
available as the new development is finished.

dweller would have trouble knowing what it takes
to run such a successful agricultural business,
and what it takes to deliver produce from farm to

“Sales were incredibly demanding through lock-
downs and panic buying, with an overall increase
over the past 12 months.

Jobs will include grading and supervising roles. " . plate.
) - ) Spud Lite sales were up 30 per cent, other N ~
Mrs Pye said getting backpackers this year potatoes up 10 to 15 per cent and carrots and g |
had been a struggle thanks to COVID-19 and its onions both 5 to 10 per cent. | i
impact.

o "On the down-
“At this time of the year, we probably relyonup i,

to 60 or 70 backpackers,” she said.

“We have actually had a few come back from
last year, because they do not want to go back PR g
home -\
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“The new WEED-IT Quodro allows you to efficiently tackle weeds, while helping you to maximise yourreturn
on investment. Owners of WEED-IT Quadro optical spot sprayers report a payback period of less than two

years as it can drastically cut use of herbicide. Save time, money, water and soil moisture.

PINNAROO  LOXTON  KAROONDA
WEED-IT
(08) 85778129 (0885845575 (08185781037 -~ -

RONCO MOTORS
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Farmer

Filling a marke

WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY
DEIRDRE GRAHAM

ONE year ago, almost to the day,
Phillipa and Skeet Lawson launched
The Pinnaroo Farmer — a project to
mill and market red lentil flour.

Frustrated by high export tariffs,
weather damaged lentils, and a
daughter who was a fussy eater, the
Mallee couple have not looked back.

They now sell the red lentil flour via
their Pinnaroo Farmer online shop,
at the Pinnaroo bakery, Sunstralis in
Lonsdale, and at the Central Markets

in Adelaide.

“We wanted to keep growing lentils,
but when you receive a tariff like that
it makes that decision a bit more
challenging,” Phillipa said.

“We just felt frustrated because
we really like including lentils in our
cropping rotation.

“The second reason for the move
was when our district experienced
low rainfall and severe frosts. Our
export lentils became weather
damaged, and therefore cracked
during harvest.

“These lentils didn't make export
grade purely based on visual
specifications — so we had them
tested for their nutritional properties
and there was nothing wrong with
them.

“We were thinking ‘now what are
we going to do with these lentils, we
should be eating them, they are a
really high-quality food product'.”

Then there was the fussy eater.

“Our daughter, who is a fussy eater,
was our last push — we thought we
should mill these lentils and put
it into our food for extra protein,”
Phillipa said.

The Lawsons were helped along
the way by the mentorship program
Farmers2Founders.

"We applied for that and it was
a three-month intensive start-up
program specifically designed for

With access to a wide range of
specialist covers, MGA takes
the confusion out of sourcing
and comparing policies.

Farm ¢ Crop e Viticulture ¢ Horticulture
Orchard + many more

Gawler: 8526 9800
Loxton: 8584 3200
Pinaroo: 0411 389 524

MGA Branches Australia wide

www.mga.com
MGA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd

STANDING BY YOU ABN: 29 008 096 277 AFSL: 244601

INSURANCE GROUP

34


http://www.mga.com

Farmer

with lentil flour

Nationally Accredited + Non-Accredited Short Courses

\
¥

Plant Training, Assessment + VOCs

Ph: 0417725 339

ITE TR

5 s

Email: courses@rtcsa.training

farmers who have an innovative
idea," Phillipa said.

“They really helped us navigate

“It doesn't have to be a food idea,
it could be an app, technology, or
altering a farming implement.

as to whether it was viable, whether
there was demand — we looked at
customer surveys and feedback, and
we decided we would give it a go."

Red lentil flour has some enticing
properties.

“It is a good source of protein, and

Sl

excellent source of fibre," Phillipa
said.

“In our lentil flour there are no
preservatives or additives, and we
have managed to make it gluten free,
even though we are on a wheat and

In the future, we would

love it to become more of a

regional product...

barley property.

"We get a lot of feedback. Some
people are buying it for the fact it is
a gluten-free product, and we get
another section buying it for the
protein and fibre source that they can
add into meals.

“It is not a one-for-one swap with

_—A

ING CONTRACTORS
AUSTRALIA

BZ9760

wheat flour. Lentil flour has a lot of
protein in it, so it can, if you are not
careful, make your cakes heavier and
dense.

“It has a soft earthy/nutty taste
once cooked.

“Our customers have been quite
supportive, and the people who enjoy
using it typically like experimenting
in the kitchen."

The Lawsons grow between 400 to
500 hectares of red lentils, which is
about 25 to 30 per cent of their yearly
cropping harvest.

Last year's harvest was
significantly better for all their crops,
and then India reduced its tariff — an
added bonus.

Phillipa said The Pinnaroo Farmer
project had its challenges at the
beginning.

“I think learning to start the
business from scratch, that was very
different from farming,” she said.

“I find as a farmer we don't
typically see the end customer, and
we had to really change our headset
because everyone talks in kilograms
and not tonnes.

"Our customers are interested

in Australian products and enjoy
understanding where their food
comes from, so | think there is an
opportunity for fellow farmers (to do
something similar).”

Phillipa and Skeet promote their
red lentil flour on their website — with
recipes approved by their children.

“Carrot cake is a big one, and
Anzac biscuits,” Phillipa said.

“l have managed to tweek it now
so that they eat most of the recipes.

“All the ones that we have put up
on the website are the ones that the
kids eat — anything that the kids
don't eat doesn't go up there — they
are our food critics.”

The couple have a dream to
expand their red lentil flour business.

“If we can get this market to
work, ideally it would be fantastic to
buy lentils off other producers, and
provide a new marketing opportunity
which doesn't solely rely on the
export market," Phillipa said.

“That would be amazing.

“In the future, we would love it to
become more of a regional product
— and then change the name to
Pinnaroo Farmers."

Do you want a wood heater that:

v Provides 24 hour heat from a 2 hour burn?

v' You can lean against while it is burning?

v Is a beautiful feature of your home?

v Needs only one fuelling per day?

v Stops frequent flue cleaning?

v' Releases few emissions?

A Masonry Heater ticks all the boxes

. (A¥1® 2 A¥] ) nwy s Twiidb
Masonry Heaters

0409 189 659

www.heavenlyheat.com.au
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receive FREE
bamboo socks or
_bamboo trunks!

127 Murray Avenue Renmark MON - FRI 8586 6121
9am - 5pm shop@yatesmenswear.com.au
SAT 9am - 2pm www.yatesmenswear.com.au

RZ9638-V2
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A SWEET familiar, and floral aroma is the
first signal you've reached the Lyndoch
Lavender Farm.

Then you're hit with the serene purple
landscape that attracts thousands of
tourists to the area each year; some seek
the perfect Instagram photo, others want
a try of the famous lavender ice cream, but
all seek a sense of ‘getting lost’ among
the rows and rows of lavender bushes.

Mat Allanson (pictured) has been man-
aging the property for just over 20 years,
helping his parents Evan and Jill Allanson
who established the farm in the early '90s.

“The first plants went in in 91," Mat
said.
“My parents had the land and had lots

of grape vines, and they were looking to
diversify.

“They looked at the climate, rainfall,
soil, the aspect, all those sorts of things
and thought they would try lavender.

“It's native to Mediterranean areas, so
Europe and North Africa, and they thought
it's a similar climate here, so let's see how
it goes.”

The first plants went in up by ‘the big
gum’ tree that still stands at a high point
on the Hoffnungsthal Road property.

BEFORE THEY ENTER

Specialists in Wireless Alarms For:
Driveways & Rural Properties ® Commercial
Premises e Industrial & Factories ® Residential

51 sl
~’ & e

Wireless Wireless Wireless
Hose Alarm Beam Alarm Motion Alarm

8¥1LZ.LGSVL

Wireless
Probe Alarm

Easy Installation | No Electrician | No Trenching or Wiring

www.alarmaustralia.com.au

1300 766 805

*Actual range may vary depending on local terrain

MR0308

M/L: 000 101 227

AW3210007

The trial plants grew happily until one
day the sheep got to them. So, the next lot
were fenced off, then thrived.

“Some of the original plants are still
around,” Mat said.

“These days we have four acres of lav-
ender and about 70 different varieties.”

The main flowering times are from
spring to mid-summer but having so
many types of lavender has helped ensure
a continuation of year-round colour.

A small team harvests the lavender
either for its seed or to make essential
oils, using an old onsite steam distiller.

The end products are then sold in the
gift store, which also sells other product
types, such as hand creams, soaps and
cooking oils, supplied by fellow Barossa-
based businesses which use the farm's
lavender oil.

“Lots of people rely on what we do to
help them with what they do,” Mat said.

“We probably have 60 different prod-
ucts with our label on them.”

Once visitors have had a walk around
the garden they are directed to the on-site
café, which sells a selection of lavender-
flavoured culinary treats.

It's here Mat's partner Lesley
Montfort, has found her calling.

While she is involved
across most parts of the
business, Mat said she's
great at making the laven-
der flavoured cakes and
scones, which are their
most popular food sale.

WELDING

Farmer

“Lesley’s up to probably 70,000 scones
by now," he said.

“They just fly out the door. People love
them and they are really good.”

Only English lavender is suitably fla-
voured for eating, with the farm also turn-
ing its flowers into mustards and jams,
marmalades and honey, and even lollies.

Mat said he is thankful to have enjoyed
plenty of visitors at the end of 2020, fol-
lowing a rare four-month shutdown
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Like other local businesses, he is
expecting a significant drop in tourists on
previous years for the next few months in
particular.

However, the team will be taking the
opportunity to get more work done on the
farm, including the rejuvenation of a lower
field to include more winding paths and a
selection of lavender varieties to further
improve the year-round show of colour.

LINE BORING & HEAVY
MACHINERY REPAIRS

MACHINERY REPAIR | TRANSMISSIONS | HYDRAULICS
PLASMA CUTTING AND HARD FACING | MACHINING
FOLDING | PUMP REPAIRS | LINE BORING

DIX

Engineering

_///4

Phone: 08 85861500
email: sales@dixrenmark.com.au
web: www.dixrenmark.com.au

//
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Fourth-generation keeping farming strong

PASSION and hard work are
two of the things fourth-
generation dryland farmer
David Gibbs continues to
persevere to maintain the
legacy of his family's Wunkar
block.

Mr Gibbs, along with his wife
Valerie and son Nathan, grow
wheat and barley on a 3860ha
block and run more than 1700
sheep.

“The land we've inherited
has come from both my family
and Val's so the two of us have
grown up in the industry,” Mr
Gibbs said.

38
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“Nathan moved away from
home after school to pursue an
apprenticeship but since the
age of three he had told us he
wanted to be a farmer, so he
moved back home five years
ago.

“Val, Nathan and | work in
partnership to grow wheat
and barley, care for our sheep
and work on the selling and
marketing and we make a great
team.”

Mr Gibbs said harvest was
his favourite thing about the
industry.

“Seeding usually starts

in April/May but as soon as
we're done seeding, we start
planning for the next," he said.

"Harvest then takes place in
mid-November and once we're
done, we deliver to Viterra
Loxton, who sell our stock.

“It's a continuous cycle and
we have to constantly keep an
eye on our crops.

“We look after our crop by
using fertiliser but we also
hope for rain.

“We only had an average
rainfall last year and we grew
an above average crop and it
was pretty even all over.”

Mr Gibbs described dryland
farming as "a gamble".

“We're always unsure if this
year will be better than the
last because it depends on the
rain,” he said.

“The last year was good but
before that it was terrible for
three straight years, all due to
the drought.

“In my 43 years of farming, it
was the worst I've ever seen.

“We've had bad years in the
past but never three years in
a row.

“We're hoping this harvest is
a good one."

Mr Gibbs said he has always
enjoyed having sheep on his
block.

“We have about 1000 ewes
and 700 young ones and
they're easy to maintain,” he
said.

“They graze the paddocks
and basically look after
themselves.

“We have shearing coming
up in six weeks so we'll have
someone come here, shear the
sheep and send off the wool.

"We've had them forever and

it's great to have something on
top of dryland farming."”



/}'\i Free, independent and confidential
support for eligible primary producers
and small business owners in rural areas

RURAL BUSINESS

SUPPORT

Need support to get your rural
business back on track?

Rural Business Support's regional Rural Financial
Counsellors and Small Business Financial Counsellors
have the Riverland, Mallee, Barossa and Lower North
covered. Call today to check your eligibility for our free,

independent and confidential services. We're here to help.

® 1800 836 211
OO0O

ruralbusinesssupport.org.au
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¢ A Harvest

AN AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE

We can help!

HARVEST TRAIL SERVICES

will assist you in:

Sourcing workers

Conducting crop
specific safety
inductions
+  Completing
Immigration checks
+ Issuing a photo
MADEC Work

Entitlement Card
including a scannable
code with added
security measures

Harvest Trail Services is a

no-cost service funded through the
Australian Government and managed by
MADEC, a non-for-profit organisation.

All services are at

no cost.

Distributed by

Statewide Tyre Distribution - 265 Hanson Road Wingfield 5013
Phone [08] 8347 2999 | Email: andrew@statewidetyres.com.au

Contact your local tyre dealer in your area
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Trinity
College

Did you know?

Six recent
graduates have
obtained an ATAR

We offer flexible
and supportive
pathways for
all students.

We offer an
unparalleled
selection of subject
choices.

We have a flourishing

Pastoral Care program
with a focus on
wellbeing and
positive education.

Since the inception of
Trinity College we have
consistently produced
graduates in the

Top 1% of the state.

Each year over 100
students access external

VET programs

to complete qualifications

across 25 different
industries.

‘We have a
extensive farr
; )
equestrian centre
and environmental

facility.

There are boundless
opportunities
for sportyperforming
arts, outdooMning
and robotics.
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Follow us on K3

o World o

@TrinityCollegeSouth Australia

www.trinity.sa.edu.au

| f’*' Visit our website to watch us in action

Join us for Open Day Sunday 28 March

Visit our website for tour dates and times. Please call our 'ﬁf
enrolments office as bookings are essential 8522 0666. TRINITY COLLEGE
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WHY dairy? But for an area not

It is a question posed typically known for dairy
to farmer Jamie Nietschke production, why go down
(pictured) who runs a mixed that avenue?

Proud suppliers to

dairy and viticulture farm at "Dairy farming is
“qvvvvy,' Moppa in the northern end something you probably
of the Barossa Valley. wouldn't get into if you
Mr Nietschke is a fifth- didn't grow up with it," Mr
generation Barossan Nietschke said.
who took over the day- “It is what we know and
to-day operations of it is the best use of the
Nietschke Moppa Estate land that we can see, for
from his father, John, and the land that has not been
consolidated it down to the  suitable for vineyards.
two distinct enterprises. “In the past beef hasn't
Traditionally, farms in the  been particularly profitable
Barossa Valley have been in my eyes, sheep have
mixed. been a bit up and down,
Under John's guidance cropping is a bit hit and
the farm previously ran miss... and so we thought
a variety of different dairy fgrmlng seems to be a
enterprises, from apricot good fit for us.
trees and sheep to cropping "Although not a
and everything in between.  traditional dairy area, most
Over the years, though, of the dairies are down

it has slowly been whittled ~ South and where there is

down to the most profitable higher rainfall, but with our
avenues. system we have developed,

we can produce quite an
even flow of milk year
round.”

The vineyards speak for
themselves.

In the past beef hasn't been
-

Liguid & Granular application Drone with Multi Spectral Camera Drone
Variable droplet sizes Plant health monitoring
Weed management including plant size & yield potential

e e

Small crop spraying Weed population monitoring
Drainage line spraying NDVI Mapping (spectral indices)
Spot spraying. Fertiliser & spray application maps.

Q Enquiries: William 0417 950 822

HELICOPTERS

NC12460
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The farm has expanded
over the years from around
90 hectares to more
than 400 today, and now
the family milks around
250 cows consisting
of Holstein, Jersey and
Aussie Red and cross
breeds.

The herd grazes as
much as possible rather
than being housed all-year
round.

Mr Nietschke said this
was more natural and
better for the cows' health.

“You can maximise
production by confining
cows and lot feeding
them,” he said.

“But this time of year
we do full mix, we have a
mixing wagon we bought
about four or five years
ago and that has been a
big improvement.

“We feed into troughs in
the paddock and we just

keep moving the troughs
around and fertilise the
paddocks as we go. We
still take the cows out to
the pastures, rather than
confining them and then
taking the manure out to
the paddock we take the
cows out and let them
spread it themselves.

“That has been a good
thing and helps us to
maintain or even increase
production during the
summer months, whereas
we used to drop off in
summer compared to
spring, but now milk flows
pretty even year round.”

The produce is sent
to two different sources,
including Woolworths,
where the milk is used for
its Farmers Own brand,
alongside other producers
from the Barossa Valley
and the Mid North region.

Mr Nietschke signed
with Woolworths on a

rolling, three-year contract
at a guaranteed price,
which allowed the farmers
involved to sell their
product directly to the
supermarket rather than
through a processor.

He said this allowed
greater security.

“We knew what we
were getting for the next
couple of years and you
can budget on that," Mr
Nietschke said.

“It's really hard in the
dairy industry to get that
security and guarantee of
price."

The other is sent locally
to Angaston's Barossa
Valley Cheese Company
(BVC).

Mr Nietschke has been
the sole provider of milk
since the very beginning
of Victoria McClurg's foray
into the cheese making
market.

In tribute to the ongoing
partnership between the
two, BVC's semi-matured
cow's milk cheese has
been christened the
Nietschke Farm Cheese
and is only available in
store at the Cheesecellar.

A good block of cheese
wouldn't be complete at a
dinner party without a nice
drop to wash it down.

It is much the same
on the estate, with vines
dotted along the property.

Mr Nietschke has seven
different fruit varieties
planted; including shiraz,
grenache, mataro,
graciano, saperavi, durif
and nero d'avla.

Some of the vines are
more than 100 years old.

The bulk of Mr
Nietschke's fruit is
supplied to Penfolds, with
the rest of the supply
going elsewhere.

Although not a
traditional dairy
area, most of the
dairies are down
south and where
there is higher
rainfall, but with
our system we
have developed,
we can produce
quite an even flow
of milk year round.

YOUR COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION
AND AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALISTS

4

DESIGN o INSTALLATION e SERVICE

e Coolrooms/freezer rooms ¢ Blast chillers « Ice machines ¢ Display fridges ¢ Wine storage
e Supermarket refrigeration systems e Air-conditioning

We pride ourselves on exceptional customer service

0423 594 118

PO Box 132, Stockwell ¢ BLD 277805 ¢ AU42448
admin@redtechcommercialrefrigeration.com

Servicing the Lower North, Riverland and Mallee areas

TS3583

www.redtechcommercialrefrigeration.com
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A REDUCTION in interest on
agricultural loans is aimed at
supporting Riverland, Mallee and
Lower North farmers and growers.

The Federal Government
earlier this month announced
interest rates on loans made
through the Regional Investment
Corporation (RIC) would fall to a
record-low of 1.77 per cent.

Minister for Drought David
Littleproud said the announcement

the RIC's concessional interest rate

practical help to rural and regional
communities to achieve economic
growth and agricultural productivity,”

Minister for Finance Simon
Birmingham said the reduced rates

and agricultural businesses.

“This further rate reduction will
put more money in the pockets of our

followed a regular six-month review of

“We remain committed to providing

would provide “significant” assistance
to individual South Australian farmers

RIC rates cut to new low

hardworking

farmers,

helping to boost their cash-flow
and support them to further invest
in growing their operations,” Mr
Birmingham said.

“These loans are all about backing
Australian farmers who are doing it
tough by helping them to rebound
and continue to support regional
economies and regional jobs."

$500k

in funding available for
innovative producers

LOCAL farmers, producers and
manufacturers are being encouraged to
apply for financial support to help them
innovate and grow through the Coles
Nurture Fund.

Coles has opened a new round of
funding to provide grants of up to
$500,000 for small and medium-sized
businesses to develop new products,
technologies and processes.

Coles CEO Steven Cain said the

Since it was established in 2015, the
Coles Nature Fund has awarded more
than $24 million in financial support to
over 60 Australian businesses.

National Farmers Federation (NFF)
CEO Tony Mahar said Australian farmers
are amongst the most innovative in the
world.

“For five years the Coles Nurture Fund
has recognised and rewarded Aussie
farmers who are leading the way in

coles nurture fund'

Supporting innovative small business

company wanted to fund projects
“which drive innovation to inspire
customers or improve sustainability on
Aussie farms and production facilities".

"Together we hope to drive
differentiation, sustainable practices,
extend growing seasons and improve
productivity.”

Businesses with fewer than 50 full-
time employees and turnover of less
than $25 million in annual revenue are
eligible to apply.

Lo

ingenuity and innovation," he said.

“The fund's focus on sustainability
and increased efficiencies is in direct
alignment with the NFF's vision to grow
Australia's overall farm gate output to
$100 billion by 2030, up from $60 billion
today."

To apply for round nine of the Coles
Nurture Fund, visit www.coles.com.au/
nurturefund.

Applications close at 4.30pm ACST
on Friday, March 19.

China challenges in 2021
for agribusiness

A REDUCTION in food and wine trade with
China is set to be a "watershed” moment
for Riverland, Mallee and Lower

North primary producers in
2021.

Rabobank — an
international
agribusiness

“Despite the punitive actions of China
on Australian agriculture, high agricultural
commodity prices, low interest rates and
positive seasonal conditions
are underpinning a positive
outlook for most farmers
in 2020/21.

"Whether China

banking firm continues to reduce
- last month its purchases of
_released Australian food
its qnnu_al and agri products
Agribusiness in coming years
Outlook — as we think
re?(gcr)r:ti’ning likely — or not... the
risks of supplying
ﬂ;]e I.C|l|°ba| this market have
zu?reir':ﬂ/e:ffecting definitely increased.
agricultural 2021 will likely
producers. mark a watershed year, in
Rabobank head of food which Australia starts to reduce

its reliance on China, voluntarily or

and agribusiness research — and report .
otherwise.

lead author — Tim Hunt said a shift in
trade with China meant South Australian
farmers and growers would need to
examine new export markets.

“In a current global environment
marked by the pandemic, political
tensions and trade wars, demand for
food and agri products has remained
unexpectedly strong," he said.

However, Mr Hunt said favourable
rainfall levels in 2020 would benefit
South Australian dryland farmers and
horticultural growers this year.

“This (rainfall) is improving broad-acre
farm incomes, boosting locally-grown
feed and underpinning better water
allocations for irrigators,” he said.

Fund to bring drought
info to farmers

FARMERS across mainland South
Australia will have the choice to grow  GM moratorium and the outcome
Genetically Modified (GM) food crops  importantly gives farmers on mainland
in time for the 2021 grain season with  South Australia the same choice as

no councils approved to operate asa  those across the rest of mainland
GM-free area. Australia,” Mr Basham said.

consultation process on lifting the

The GM moratorium was lifted for
mainland South Australia in May this  everywhere except Kangaroo Island,
year but councils had a one-off six- we are backing our farmers and
month ability to apply to be designated researchers to grow the state's

“By lifting the GM moratorium

a GM crop cultivation-free area, which  agriculture sector and create jobs.

11 of the 68 Local Government Areas
chose to do.

The independent GM Crop
Advisory Committee assessed all
11 applications on the merits of
demonstrating an economic benefit
from remaining GM-free and provided
advice to the State Government.

“Under the legislation, councils had
a once-off six-month opportunity to
apply to remain GM free but under the
Act passed by Parliament, applications
could only be considered on trade and
marketing grounds.”

The 11 councils who unsuccessfully
applied to have local GM moratoriums
Minister for Primal'y Industries and were, Town of Gawler' Berri Barmera

Regional Development David Basham  council, Adelaide Hills Council,

said outside of Kangaroo Island, there Alexandrina Council, Barossa Council,
was no substantial evidence to justify City of Onkaparinga, City of Playford,
any council area remaining GM-free.  pjstrict Council of Yankalilla, Mount
Barker District Council, City of Tea Tree
Gully, and City of Victor Harbor.

“The Marshall Liberal Government
has undertaken an exhaustive
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HEALTHY FIELDS.
HEALTHY YIELDS.

From greenhouses to orchards to field crops ...
TriCal partners with you to improve soil health.
Our customers consistently achieve increased
crop value and reduced pest and disease issues.

Get in touch for details on our demonstration offer.

08 8347 3838
trical.com.au
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INNOVATION GEARED
FOR EFFICIENCY

M \Lj%iigvr?ig:g;vyation experts Clemens Technologies develop and manufacture a wide range of high quality, unique and

5 maintenance innovative vineyard/agricultural equipment out of Germany, dedicated to ensuring their

m : 'C”Lfﬁi'\;;‘gi‘gnmowmg and customers achieve better results. Clemens exports to over 35 countries worldwide and is
TECHNOLOGIES www.clemens.com.au represented by G & J East Strathalbyn in Australia. Contact Phillip Rice 0439 218 364.

The Ultimate Bale Packaging System - Marcrest bale packaging equipment offers hay
producers innovative solutions to reduce the expense of harvesting by virtually eliminating
manual labour. Their line of bale packaging and bale handling products maximise efficiencies
of forage management operations. Contact Matthew Keast 0427 396 971.

G. & J. EAST

SALES & SERVICE STRATHALBYN
NEW MACHINERY FARM MACHINERY FOR ALL SEASONS

USED MACHINERY 31 - 33 Milnes Road Strathalbyn SA * Phone 08 8536 3733
SPARE PARTS www.gjeaststrath.com.au
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INDUSTRY
EXPERT
UPDATE

Journalist Hugh Schuitemaker spoke with key
Riverland, Lower North and Mallee agricultural
industry figures to gain an insight into their
respective seasons.

Jason Size
Summerfruit Australia
board member

Were growers confident in the latest harvest?
In terms of quality it was okay. The size could
have been better, but that's because we had
really good crop sets and generally good
yields. But in terms of quality, overall it's been
pretty good.

What stage are trees at for Riverland growers?
Some growers still have quite a bit of fruit to

harvest and go to the end of March or early
April, but generally the bulk of the season has
finished up, or is starting to wind down.

What factors are most important for tree
health at this time of year?
Really it's about understanding what
the nutrient status is of the tree
going into post-harvest. If the tree
is ready to come out in spring, that
will produce good quality fruit in
the spring and summer. Really be
prepared to understand your trees
in terms of post-harvest fertilising
ready for the next spring.

Low rainfall in January would have been
advantageous for growers?

You still want relatively dry conditions... it's
always ideal.

Are there still worries regarding labour short-
ages for this year?

It depends on how the season progresses

in terms of getting the extra labour in from
overseas. It depends on vaccine rollouts, bor-
der restrictions and movement between the
states. There's a whole heap of factors still in
play that need to be worked out over the next
few months, but hopefully we can get a bit
more normality in terms of labour supply com-
ing into the next season.

Any advice for Riverland growers?
Just make sure to know where your trees are
at for the coming dormancy period.

Brendan Sidhu

Australian Nut Industry
Council chairman

How close to harvest time for almonds are we?

Most growers should be starting to think
about harvest, and are probably starting to
shake a few of the first varieties... it will be a
slow start up, which is a good opportunity to
check all our machines and make sure they
are operating. | would think we would be fully
into harvest by (the end of February).

Are you confident there will be high yields for
Riverland growers?
Certainly every orchard I've seen looks like

Farmer

they've got a good crop, so | think the yields
will definitely be better than last year — which
was a very good year itself anyway.

Have January rainfall levels been enough
for growers at this time of year?
. We prefer not seeing rain at this time
of year, as all that does is fire up
disease and particularly hull rot.
Traditionally autumn, winter and
spring is when the rains come, so
hopefully we'll have a good winter
rainfall to fill the catchment and get
good water numbers for next year.

How are export markets looking?
We're well and truly sold. We have to
export nearly 70 to 80 per cent of what
we produce, so export markets are looking
pretty good. Prices are pretty soft, but with
soft prices you build markets and that's what
we're seeing happen. It's creating demand,
it's just a matter of when that demand will pay
more. We're expecting the 2021 crop returns
won't be as good as 2020, and there's no
surprises there, although (higher yields) will
hopefully offset some of that. The real key is
the Australian dollar with exports, and if that
comes back a bit we'll be better off.

What will be the keys to a successful 2021 for
growers?

As long as it stays dry during harvest so we
can get the crop off without getting mould or
diseases is probably the key.

Any advice for Riverland growers?
Just try and stay safe and be careful during
the harvest.

Adrian Hoffman
Wine Grape Council SA

Are Barossa growers confident ahead of the
vintage?

The harvest is looking quite good. Most grow-
ers will get close to an average crop and
there's just a few doing it tough, where they've
got a lack of water, plus the wind and the heat
in late November. But in general, | think yield
and quality will both be good. It will be a good,
average crop. We've really only had the two
heat events in January, but we've had some
nice cool weather as well. That means good
flavour development all the way through and
good tannin development on the fruit as well.
The warm days and cool evenings mean we've
had very little disease pressure because of the

lack of rainfall. That comes with the small ber-
ries, and with those small berries you're going
to get better colour, better tannins and a bet-
ter all-round composition to the wine.

Have low rainfall levels in January been
beneficial for growers?

A lot of people would have liked a bit
more rainfall, but at this stage eve-
rything's looking good coming into
the season.

Are this year's grape prices present-
ing any challenges for growers?
At the top end and mid-range | think
pricing has been quite solid. Grenache
and mataro prices have strengthened
a little and there's solid demand for all
varieties at this stage, regardless of what's
happening in China. I'm getting a lot of phone
calls still from winemakers looking for that
grenache and mataro.

Do you expect demand for experimental varie-
ties to keep increasing this year?

They've always been grown in some form in
the Barossa and | prefer to call them boutique
varietals. We've seen a strong return for those
traditional boutique varietals, and then you
increase demand for some of the new varieties
they are bringing in from overseas. You start
looking at some of the heritage clones they've
released through SARDI, and that's strength-
ening demand for diversity in the winery.

Any advice for local growers?

Keep on communicating with your winer-

ies. The more | talk to different winemakers,
vintage logistics is going to be a really hot
topic this year. Make sure you keep on com-
municating with your winery, so when your
fruit is ready to go, you can get it off in a timely
manner.
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John Lush
Mallala dryland farmer,
Adelaide Plains councillor

How did the recent harvest go?

We finished our harvest just before Christmas
(and) it went much better than the previous
two years. We returned to a more normal
year, as we nearly got average rainfall and our
crops were good for an average year. So it
was a good, average year overall.

How have rainfall levels been to start the
year?

We've had very little rain and it's been very
patchy. We had 10mm here the other day and
just up the road we had Tmm, but then if you
went 5km toward Mallala they had more than
20mm. We don't actually want rain at this
time of year as all it does is promote weeds
and then it costs us money to go and spray
them. We're quite happy for it to be dry in
January and February.

Will you be sowing GM crop varieties this
year?

We usually start sowing from the middle of
April onwards. For the first time in my lifetime
we can plant GM crops, after lobbying to be
able to plant GM for years. We'll use them as
another tool in our toolbox. We're not going
to sow wall-to-wall GM, but where selected
paddocks need a Round Up ready canola,
we'll be happy to use that as another tool.

Are there still challenges regarding the export
market?

We've got 1100 or 1200 tonnes of beans in
the shed and we're waiting for the market
to recover before we sell them. Lentils
still have some issues with India hav-
ing trade restrictions... although lentil
prices weren't too bad and we were
able to sell them straight off the
header. Canola prices have been
quite good and the demand for
canola is very good, and | guess
wheat prices were adequate.

Will you be sowing any new varie-
ties this year?

We'll be using a new variety of canola
when we switch to GM, and we always
try and look at all the new wheat varieties

each year. Some of the new varieties have
advantages over what we grow, so we look at
new varieties every year and evaluate them.

What key factors would make 2021 a suc-
cessful year?

Number one is rainfall, and number two is
good prices. We'll be looking at grain produc-
tion in the Black Sea, Russia and Argentina
areas. They are some of our major competi-
tors, so we'll be looking at their production
and what sort of weather they're getting. We
probably won't be growing barley... certainly
there's no incentives to grow barley at the
moment. We're looking at all the research the
Grain Research Development Council (GRDC)
is doing and when you look at those efforts,
there's some good stuff in the pipeline. It
looks like we might get some drought and
frost-tolerant varieties sometime in the near
future and that's something we're monitoring
closely.

There's some quiet things happening within
the grain industry that are very positive. It's
not just the GM crops, there's new wheat and
canola varieties, and the issues we're having
with China will probably renew our efforts to
find new markets. Going through this COVID
experience has made us realise we can't be
dependent on one country and you need a
multi-faceted approach to exports.

Any advice for fellow farmers?

Have a major focus on what the GRDC is
doing. They're having a really good look at
some of the seeding technology, the time
of sowing and fertiliser regimes. It seems
we think we know it all, and then some new
information comes out. Our technological
understanding of soil science and fertiliser
strategies is growing all the time, and there's
always something new to learn and try on
your own property.

Sean Cole
CCW chief executive officer

Are Riverland growers confident in grape
quality ahead of the vintage?

Quality should be good as we have
experienced a relatively mild season.

How will recent fruit fly outbreaks in the region
effect the harvest?

From a grape-growing perspective harvest

will proceed normally. There has been an

U A

increased requirement in regard to paperwork
related to the movement of wine grapes,
but all in all the Riverland grape growing
industry is fortunate compared to the
, Mmore onerous requirements placed on
other crops, such as stone fruit. The
majority (if not all) of the receiving
wineries understand what is required
and have taken the necessary steps
ensure the vintage and associated
paperwork flows as smoothly as
possible.
Which grape varieties are looking
most profitable this season?
This year white varietals such as
chardonnay are likely to be more
profitable on average due to the price
ratio change between red grapes white
grapes.

Are there still challenges surrounding exports
this year?

With the exception of China, other markets
namely the US, UK and Europe are beginning
to ramp up their interest, which is typical at
this time of year. Australia will fill demand
gaps into other markets as other countries
rotate to fill demand into China left open as a
result of the recent Chinese tariff measure on
Australian wine.

Any advice for Riverland growers?

(We) wish all growers a safe and prosperous
harvest. CCW is there to assist members
throughout the vintage, so if you are a member
and require assistance please do not hesitate
to contract CCW.

Mark Doecke
Citrus SA chair

What stage of the citrus season are we now
in?

Early varieties of mandarin start around the
first week in April. Other varieties are busy siz-
ing for the main season, opening in early May
and through to Spring

Are growers confident in recent rainfall?
Growers are more relaxed than this time last
year with water availability. Dam levels are
good for this time of year and water prices
remain relatively low compared to last year.

Are potential labour shortages still a worry in
the region?
Labour supply is probably the biggest issue
facing the industry this year. Backpacker
labour has dried up, Australians aren't
interested in coming to the regions for
any jobs — horticulture or otherwise
- despite generous Government
initiatives. There is a big push to
express interest in Pacific Island
programs to give the administra-
tion process time to allow these
workers into Australia for the har-
vest in 2021. We don't agree with
unions when they state that overseas
workers take Australian jobs. There
are very few Australians who want hor-
ticulture jobs.

How have fruit fly outbreaks in the region
impacted growers?
The current fruit fly outbreaks have the
potential to impact returns to growers if extra
protocols are needed to move fruit interstate
and overseas. Some markets may require cold
treatment to accept our fruit.

Was there still a healthy export market follow-
ing the last harvest?

Demand for Australian citrus is good and
volumes and markets are expanding. South
Australian citrus is especially in demand as we
work hard to maintain our Fruit Fly freedom.

Any advice for Riverland growers at this time?
Continue the good work. Growers know there

will always be hurdles (and) this year it's fruit

fly and labour, but SA growers always step up
to the challenge.
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RELIABLE
Labour Hire

We have seasonal or
long-term workers
available now!

_Agresolve has a 20 year
history of providing labour to
assist Australian growers
ensure their produce gets
to market on time:

Our teams are proficient
at the following tasks:
harvesting, grading,
packing, general labouring.

Call Tony Papageorgiou
on 0404 239 859

AGRESOLVE

Workforce Resources

PO Box 3068 Melbourne Street
North Adelaide SA 5006
www.agresolve.com.au

TS3589

MARS

Transport Equipment

TA-L0S6Z9

We manufacture, modify,
repair and service all road transport
equipment with close attention to
the needs of our customers.

17072 Sturt Highway, Cobdogla *

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR TRUCK
AND TRAILER SERVICING AND
SPARE PARTS REQUIREMENTS

85887380 ¢ www.morellis.com.au
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NEW YEAR, NEW CAREER

Are you considering a career change or looking to upskill in 20217
There’s still time to apply for courses starting soon in your area:

e Agribusiness

e Agriculture

Automotive

Commercial Cookery

Conservation Land Management

Engineering

Horticulture

Hospitality

Wine Operations (Bottling and Packaging / Cellar Operations / Viticulture)

Also available Short Courses:

e Xero - Accounting for Small Business*

¢ First Steps to Success for Small Business*

Workplace Training

Health and Safety Representative Training - Level 1*

White Card - Prepare to Work Safely in the Construction Industry*
Chemical Card*

Pest Management Technician*

For a full list of short courses and to enrol go to tafesa.edu.au/courses/short-courses
*These courses contain accredited units. Check the TAFE SA website for details.

APPLY NOW

W: tafesa.edu.au/open2021
E: info@tafesa.edu.au

P: 1800 882 661

communications.gov.au/accesshub/nrs

RTO Code: 41026
CRICOS Code: 00092B
HEP Code: PRV14002

m Government of

South Australia

GRAIN STORAGE"
TECHNOLOGY

Because every grain counts.

HE .

SILOS

Farmer

Kev Gray

If you are deaf or have a hearing or speech impairment, contact us through the National Relay Service,

ALL TERRAIN SKID STEER

RZ9340-V2

e All materials Supplied & Spread e House & Shed Pads
e Augering e Lawn & Rubbish Removal
e Driveways e Post Pulling

0418 163 833 | PO Box 268, Renmark
kevcheri@bigpond.com

Storing the Nations’ Grains since 1969
www.hesilos.com
1800 046 046

Grain Sealable Silos | Fertiliser Silos | Pellet & Mash Silos | Livestock Feeders
Field Bins | Bulk Storage Silos | Kit Sios | Aeration
Thermal Insect Control System ™ | Custom Designs
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BUSINESS
CARDS

Your local Insurance Adviser

~ %Lh! 24 hour call out

AUSURE

Farm Insurance Crop/Hay Insurance Viticulture Insurance

Business Insurance Truck/Fleet Insurance Machinery Insurance

Home Insurance Motor Insurance Marine/Houseboat g
Ausure City and Rural e also able o assistvith your Business and Personal insurance needs

Ausure City and Rural
M 0457 536 424 | E travis.miller@ausure.com.au

Ausure City & Rural Pty Ltd (ABN 36 626 634 142) is an Authorised Representative
of Ausure Pty Ltd (ABN 94 096 971 854 AFSL: 238433) | (a7

WOOLSTON

AGRICULTURAL REPAIRS METAL FABRICATION MACHINING

/STEEEA
17

¥ i’ Genuine & after market parts e Full Servicing,
: Machining & Welding Services
Hydraulic & General Engineering Services
Now Supplying Shell Oil & Lubricants
B.S.C Bearings and Power Transmission

Steel Sales e Fasteners

CONCRETE AND
TILE ROOF REPAIRS

SPECIALISING IN:

Sheds, Carports, Driveways, Paths & Footing Constructions

Contact: SHANE 0417 822 621
OR A.H. 8583 5448

Lic No. R161295

PO Box 227, Monash ®

MOV

e
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3IG RIVER EARTE

* DIESEL ENGINE 0ILS
« PETROL ENGINE 0ILS
« HYDRAULIC 0ILS
" * GREASES
T —
EULR WESUE N @TL - cLeAngrs
THE TOLIGH ALSTRALIAN « AEROSOLS
MENTION THIS AD T0 RECEIVE 5% OFF * COOLANTS
ALL PALLET AND P00 ORDERS! * GEAR LUBRICANTS
* ONLY VALID AT GULF WESTERN SOUTH AUSTRALIA! = TRANSMISSION FLUIDS

GULF WESTERN SOUTH AUSTRALIA - 4 KESTERS ROAD, PARA HILLS WEST
0432034 113 | 82500100 | GWOSAPL@GMAIL.COM

residential
commercial
winery
interior
heritage

38 Murray Street
Tanunda

08 8563 1155

architects.com

MR0293
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IF YOU NEED A LICENCE WE'VE GOT THE TRAINING

Regional Transport Training Services provides training and licensing for all classes of heavy vehicles

e|Re MR e HR e HC « MC/B-Double
e TILE — Car to Semi

= Forklift « Working At Heights « Confined Spaces
ALL TRAINING CONDUCTED IN A SIMULATED WORK ENVIRONMENT

Regional Transport Training Services

8562 2258 www.regtraining.com.au

NC12358
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- ActiveVision™ Cameras
- Active Yield
* Gen 4 Display

2021 S700 SERIES
HARVESTER

FOR NEXT HARVEST

FINANCE AVAILABLE

ON THE ENTIRE 6M RANGE
& JOHN DEERE ROUND BALERS

‘ *Conditions apply. John Deere Financial Limited. Approved
| commercial applicants only. Based on 30% deposit, GST back and 48
T 5 month term. Fees and charges apply. Expires on 31/03/2021. Other
3 terms and rates are available.
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1,8, 9 SERIES
TRAGTORS

IN STOCK AND AVAILABLE
TO ORDER NOW!
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HORSHAM - KADINA - MURRAY BRIDGE - OAKBANK - PARNDANA - PINNAROO
RENMARK - ROSEWORTHY - RUPANYUP - SWAN HILL - WARRACKNABEAL

1300 628 596 www.emmetts.com.au
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Ridgeb

BUY DIRECT FROM AN
ANYIANSIDRVIININIINIC
SHED MANUFACTURER

v FARM SHEDS

v FEEDLOT COVERS
v DAIRY BARNS

v INDUSTRIAL SHEDS

al

by Entegra

AUSTRALIA'S PREFERRED SHED SUPPLIER

Afia Official Shed Supplier

AF1A#

AUSTRALIAN MADE Australian Fodder Industry Association

xclusive access to the new F-Series Machinery Sheds, the globally
atented RidgebackTMtechnology for dairy barns & feedlots, as well
s the Original Series Hay Sheds. We use 100% Australian materials

n every shed.

\ Series Entegra

MACHINERY SHEDS ORIGINAL SERIES

™

REQUEST A
SITE VISIT

£4 Certifiedpsaystem

v HORTICULTURE



http://www.entegra.com.au

