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Welcome to our latest

edition of Farm

WELCOME to this edition of Farmer,
covering the Riverland, Mallee and
Lower North.

We have received an
overwhelming response from
businesses wanting to be in our
publication, meaning this Farmer is
bigger and better than ever before.

This edition contains 44 jam-
packed pages of agricultural
news, industry updates, rain and
catchment updates, and feature
pieces about people living on the
land.

Growing up on a farming
property myself, I've seen firsthand
the blood, sweat and tears that
go into running an agricultural
property.

From soaring highs when the
heavens open and we receive the
soaking we desperately seek to the
devastating lows when drought hits
and it's hard to see a way ahead.

Farmers are resilient, passionate
people who go through so much to
supply the rest of the country and
the world with produce.

Jane Kuerschner

Taylor Group Newspapers editor

And in this edition of Farmer
we get to meet some of the
people who work so hard to fill our
supermarket shelves.

From a humble Barmera
pumpkin grower, to an up-and-
coming almond farmer from Loxton
and a citrus grower from Winkie —
our team of journalists have worked
hard to deliver stories from a wide
cross section of what our regions
produce.

Down in the Mallee, we visited a
dry-land farmer who said education
and technology is where the future
of farming lies, and producers with
business knowledge will thrive.

While in the Lower North,
our journalists spoke to an
olive oil producer, who said the
advancements over the past
few decades have made his job
fairly straight-forward. Well as
straight-forward as farming
can be.

Also, in the Lower

North area, we visited the
operators of Food Forest,

er.

who admit they do a little bit of
everything, with the aim to diversify
and offer a point of difference.

This edition of Farmer well and
truly showcases the diversity of
agricultural production that exists
in the Riverland, Mallee and Lower
North.

Be sure to check out our industry
update on pages 28-30, for an
update from people who are truly in
the know.

I hope you enjoy this edition of
Farmer, and we again thank our
valued advertisers that continue to
strongly support this publication.

Without that strong support, this
bigger-than-ever before edition of
Farmer would not
be possible.
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Almond growers set-up
for strong season

WORDS JOSH BRINE | PHOTOGRAPHY PETA-MARIE PHILIPPOU

ALMOND orchards across the Riverland
have come alive this month as trees
across the region bloom and growers
bring in bees to begin pollination.

The first flowers began appearing on
trees in late-July, marking the start of
the almond growing season, before the
orchards reach full bloom in mid-August.

Loxton-based almond farmer Waylon
Butt predicts he will have a good crop this
season.

“I've had a pretty good start because
there has been a bit more natural rain," he
said.

“I think the trees are set-up pretty well
for a good flowering season, which will
then hopefully result in a good crop.”

Low overnight temperatures over
recent weeks are presenting challenges
for growers, with frosts presenting a sig-
nificant risk for almond orchards.

“Frost before flowering is okay to get
your chill hours down, but now with the

bees in |
don't
want

any frost because we'll start to get some
damage and potentially lose the crop,” Mr
Butt said.

“For the next few weeks | just want nice
warm sunny days so the bees can get out
and do their job.

“A little bit of rainfall would be nice. I'd
probably lose a day of the bees flying, but
it will add a bit of warmth to the ground,
which will help keep the frost away.”

Mr Butt got into the almond industry
when he bought a run-down citrus block
in 2014, planting 32 acres of orchard in
2015 before buying a 30-acre mature
property in 2018.

He said bee and water security were
some of the biggest issues he'd faced
since entering the industry.

“The issues are manageable, but | don't
see it getting easier,” Mr Butt said.

“It's just something that I'm going to
have to factor in going forward, especially
with the bees and having the security
each year to get them in and have the pol-
lination done."

To combat problems with bee secu-
rity, Mr Butt will plant 30 acres of self-
pollinating trees next year and said any
future expansion would likely be with self-

I've had a pretty good start

because there has been a bit

more natural rain

pollinators.

“The advantage with self-pollinators is
that it is one harvest as opposed to tradi-
tional plantings with three varieties and
three harvests,” he said.

“The downside is that it is only one vari-
ety, so if you have a bad year on that vari-
ety the whole property is going to suffer.

“Both types have pros and cons, but
with how the industry is looking I do think
the self-pollinators have more positives
than traditional varieties at this stage."

Mr Butt said he was optimistic about
next February's harvest.

“Looking at the trees at the moment it
does look like they could set a good crop,”
he said.

“| started irrigating a couple of weeks
ago, I'll go pretty hard with some sprays
and start getting some fertiliser into them
and keep that going flat out until the end
of November or start of December, which
is our window to maximise what's on the
tree.

“Overall the crop was down a bit last
season, so | think | am in for a good crop
this season."”

NUTRITION PROGRAM
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Learn more today, call your local Alltech Lienert representative:
Stuart Minne 0427 400 899

alltechlienert.com.au | Bl AlltechLienert
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Almond industry growth
leaves apiarists bee-hind

WORDS JOSH BRINE | PHOTOGRAPHY PETA-MARIE PHILIPPOU

SOUTH Australian beekeepers
are struggling to keep up with
ever-increasing demand from
the almond industry in the
Riverland and across the state,
with apiarists facing many
challenges threatening the
health of their bees.

The area planted to
almonds around Australia
has increased 15-fold from
2000 to 2019, with more than
10,000ha of orchards in the
Riverland according to the
Almond Board of Australia.

Meningie-based beekeeper
Bill Brown, whose business,
Coorong Apiaries, has sup-
plied 4000 hives for Riverland
growers this year, said the
beekeeping industry was at a
“saturation point”.

“There's more beekeepers
around in this dry environ-
ment to meet the almond
growers' demands for extra
bees and there's just not the
resources here," he said.

"We're getting kicked out of
national parks, and we've had
bushfires that have burnt out
our resources.

“It's at a saturation point —
we're needing to feed all this
sugar and pollen to our bees
to be able to keep them alive.

“South Australia is a big
state, but it is a dry state in
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the driest country in the world,
so there's only a certain small
area where we can overwinter
our bees.

“Within a 200km radius of
us at Meningie, there wouldn't
be a patch of scrub bigger
than 10 acres that hasn't got
a hundred hives of bees on it.

“So, the bees are not get-
ting enough honey to get
through winter, so they have
to be supplemented, which
is very time-consuming and
expensive.

“If they are going to keep
planting almond trees, we
really need to look at the
future of how we are going to
pollinate them."

Mr Brown also said the use
of neonicotinoids and sys-
temic pesticides to coat seeds
on farms where bees are kept
to overwinter was damaging
hive numbers.

“You can't buy seeds now
that don't have neonicotinoids
or systemics as a seed dress-
ing," he said.

“Any plant, whether it be
a weed or a cultivated crop,
absorbs the chemical which is
what is killing bees worldwide,
but especially in Australia.

“We have to get serious
about the chemicals, but of
course a lot of beekeepers are
living in communities where

we rely on farmers to let us
put our bees on their proper-
ties.

“If we start carrying on
about the overuse of certain
chemicals, there's the poten-
tial that farmers aren't going
to support beekeepers."

Mr Brown said allowing
more bees onto national parks
during winter would help com-
bat some of these problems.

“I think the single biggest
thing that could help the bee
industry is to open up crown
land and national parks so
that keepers can have a big-
ger area they can overwinter
their bees on," he said.

“There's a lot of national
parks in SA that I'd say at
least twice the number of
bees could be wintered in."

Almond pollination also
presents an increased risk
of disease transmission for
beekeepers, particularly the
bacterial disease American
foulbrood (AFB), due to the
high concentration of bees in
certain areas.

South Australian Apiarist

Association executive Danny
Le Feuvre said AFB was a
“nasty"” disease for bees.

“It's unique because it can
sit in honey and stay dor-
mant," he said.

“The bees eat the honey,
feed it to the larvae, the bac-
teria infect the larvae, kill the
larvae and then multiply and
spread, and when it gets bad
enough the hive dies.

“Other bees then come and
take the leftover honey and
take it to their hive, but when
they do that they are also tak-
ing the spores.

“The issue with something
like almonds is that you are
taking hives from all over
the state and dropping them
all in a condensed area and
bringing together hives with
different beekeepers, different
management and different
standards.

“There is a propensity for
robbing, which is where bees
pick on the weaker hives and
steal their honey, but the weak
hives are sometimes weaker
because of AFB.

P.A COMPARISON RATE | MAX 36 MONTH TERM
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“There's no cure. The
only way to get rid of it is to
destroy or sterilise the equip-
ment, which both kill the bees
inside.

"AFB is the biggest limiting
factor for beekeepers going
to almonds due to the fear of
transmission."

Mr Le Feuvre said the bee-
keeping industry had devel-
oped a national biosecurity
code of practice to limit the
risk of AFB transmission and
provide guidelines for opera-
tors to maintain good bios-
ecurity standards.

He said, despite the chal-
lenges beekeepers are facing,
the industry has been “pretty
stable".

“The industry is certainly
not in peril," Mr Le Feuvre
said.

“The number of commercial
beekeepers has been pretty
stable, but the challenge is
trying to maintain the growth
of our industry to match the
increasing demand for pollina-
tion."
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Succession is similar to a journey or a trip; we have a basic idea of

where we want to go but a vague understanding of where to start

This is where Rural Generations can help you! We are farmers who

- Succession planning options — including any government benefits and Farm Household Allowance. understand Farmers.

+ Business plans — focusing on current and future needs. For example can the business support another family?
+ Pension and Aged Care considerations

+ Understanding — How farm and non-farm assets might be distributed if conditions of ‘wills' are exercised.
+ Information and support going forward.

Don't wait, give us a call today!

M: John 04LLT7 787 436
W: www.ruralgen.com.au * E: johnwhite@ruralgen.com.au

TS3044
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UILDING a diverse and sus-
tainable farm on the banks
of the Gawler River has
always been a goal of Hillier
producers Graham and
Annemarie Brookman.

The couple own and
operate the Food Forest — a certified-
organic farm built on one of the oldest
cropping areas in Gawler.

While most producers along the river
are horticulturalists, the Brookman's
have made an effort to diversify what
they grow, meaning you can find veg-
etables, cereal crops, a vineyard, pista-
chios, fruit trees and sheep across the

6 Taylor Group Newspapers

20ha of land.

“It's very bio-diverse,"” Mr Brookman
said. "It has a big scrub-block in the
middle which wasn't here when we
started.

“We're very keen about biodiversity
along the Gawler River. The river, our
windbreaks and the scrub block make
this area very bio-diverse."

This push for local biodiversity has
resulted in the farm, according to the
Brookman's, now being home to almost
90 bird species.

The couple operate their farm on the
permaculture principle, noting natural
changes in the eco-system and using

the information to plan their planting
sequences.

Permaculture also includes plant-
ing diverse crops which make the most
of the existing soil, while adding back
nutrients which benefit the surrounding
produce.

Mr Brookman said while serving in
Malaysia for the Australian Army, he
noted how locals were growing large
yields to feed their villages on small,
self-sufficient farms.

He took the idea back home and got
to work recreating it in Gawler.

"I saw these villages which were sus-
tainable despite not really being con-

nected to any major towns," he said.

"Whilst we'd seen this kind of thing in
the tropics, the question was could we
see something like that work in South
Australia where we usually have big,
mechanised farms; low rainfall and very
old, unfertile soils.

“Permaculture isn't necessarily
organic. It promotes sustainability and
that's what we were really after.

“This has become a life's mission for
us to demonstrate that we can, in South
Australia, farm sustainably and produce
beautiful and clean nutritious food."

Mr Brookman studied agriculture, spe-
cialising in horticulture, at Roseworthy
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This has become a life's
mission for us to demonstrate
that we can, in South
Australia, farm sustainably and
produce beautiful and clean

nutritious food...

College before becoming a lecturer on
the subject.

The farm started with growing pis-
tachios to establish some deep-rooted
and reliable crop, before expanding its
operations to include seasonal food.

For the couple, self-sustainability
stretches into every part of their life,
including their home, which is con-
structed out of natural materials.

The original farmhouse on the prop-
erty was built in 1840, but they have
added an extension constructed from
straw bale.

The farm usually conducts sustain-
able growing and building workshops

throughout, but these have been halted
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

“The educational component was
always part of our vision statement,”
Mrs Brookman said.

“We wanted to demonstrate that
food can be grown sustainably and
that you don't need to be on a farm to
live a sustainable lifestyle.

“You can take parts of it like (sus-
tainable) architecture or living sus-
tainably as an individual in a house in
regards to waste and packaging.

“From paddock to plate, you can
have total control."

COW CHICKEN

MANURE MANURE
RAW OR COMPOSTED

BULK ORDERS ONLY

Manures provide a well-balanced slow release nutrition
for all types of crops. They have a good percentage of
Organic Carbon which most Australian soils are lacking.
Organic Carbon is essential for holding nutrients in the soll.

CALL CHRIS WATTS ON

0408 826 932

WWW.AGRIHAUL.COM.AU
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YOUR COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION
AND AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALISTS

» Coolrooms/freezer rooms ¢ Blast chillers e Ice machines ¢ Display fridges ® Wine storage
e Supermarket refrigeration systems ¢ Air-conditioning

We pride ourselves on exceptional customer service

0423 594 118

PO Box 132, Stockwell » BLD 277805 ¢ AU42448

admin@redtechcommercialrefrigeration.com

Servicing the Lower North, Riverland and Mallee areas

www.redtechcommercialrefrigeration.com
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The way of
the future

WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY DEIRDRE GRAHAM

MALLEE cereal farmer Corey
Blacksell, who will be cropping
6500 hectares this year, says
modern day farmers, more
than ever, need to hone their
business skills.

Mr Blacksell concentrates
on all types of cereals, and
over the past 35 years has
seen farms including his own
increase in size and revenue.

“I think as farmers we need
all those skills that make you
successful in every business,”
he said.

“That doesn't mean you
have to know exactly how to
run the business to the enth
degree, and know everything
about it... In agriculture today
most people are running an
agronomist, and they are
probably running a few other
specialists like accountants,
business management advis-
ers, wealth advisors, all those

sorts of things.

“We need some generic
skills, whether it is in agricul-
ture or if you want to run a
McDonalds restaurant.

“It is a year to year thing,
and with such big turnovers
and small margins it gets
pretty tight so you must have
a good grip on where you are
at financially."

Mr Blacksell said not all
farmers will be hugely suc-
cessful.

“I did see some data, and it
is pretty aged data now, but
there was only seven per cent
of farmers turning over more
than $1 million a year, 13 per
cent between $500,000 and $1
million, while there was some-
thing like 40 to 50 per cent
who were under $100,000,
which you would consider
would probably be border-line
hobby farmers," he said.

“Generally if you are in that

$1 million to $2 million rev-
enue bracket you are probably
pushing towards the top 10 to
15 per cent.”

Mr Blacksell said he has
seen extensive advancements
over the 35 years he has been
a farmer.

“Things like increased water
efficiency, and the amount of
grain we grow from a millime-
tre of rainfall," he said.

"We are retaining water and
eliminating disease, and that
is something that has become
very big in the Mallee, some-
thing that has been driven
by the Mallee Sustainable
Farming group.

“You give us average rain-
fall now, and we are probably
going to have above average
crops, whatever average is."

Mr Blacksell said farmers
could also look forward to a
technology-driven future.

“In the future, | guess
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machinery is going to get bigger, even
though we think it is too big now," he said.

“Machinery will get bigger, farms will
get bigger. And then there is some of the
technology that we could get, which is
green on green technology with sprayers,
which is almost here.

“The personality profile of a farmer is
they are not broad thinking, they are pret-
ty conservative and channelled — but we
have to be prepared to change, whether
that be in production systems or even
where our capital is directed.

“My view is if we just stay in production
agriculture for the next 50 years we might
run into trouble."

He said success was not always about
scale.

“It goes in cycles, and people keep
moving on because they can't gain scale,”
Mr Blacksell said.

“It is one thing to gain scale, but it is
another thing that once you have scale to
try to value add.

“We obviously have on farm storage,
which is a value add.

“It is about what can we do with our
grain, how can we process it, how do we
get a boutique or niche market that may
allow us to scale up and add to the profit-
ability of the business."

He said the future could include diver-
sification.

“You ask about the changes... maybe
farms will be more diversified and move
beyond the farm gate,” Mr Blacksell said.

“Not everyone will have the desire to do
it, but it may well be what some want to
do.

“Whether it is hay and processing local-
ly, because there is so much hay being
grown locally of top quality.

“Whether it is grain and processing.

We have seen small snippets of that now,
with some people adding to their grain.

“It is something | have a dream to do, to
put us closer to the consumer."”

Mr Blacksell took over from his parents
in 2008 and has seen nothing but growth.
“In that time alone, area has doubled,
our cropping area has pretty much dou-

bled, even a bit more," he said.

“Our areas have doubled but our rev-
enue has probably nearly tripled.

“I think that is pretty true for most. In
the past decade to 15 years most would
have doubled in scale, and a fair chunk
of that is coming from intensification of
rotations, so not necessarily more area,
just cropping more of their ground yearly.

“Revenue is a natural increase, because
grain prices do go up in time. We just think
they do not go up fast enough.”

It s something | have a

dream to do, to put us closer

to the consumer.
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As part of the
Government’s COVID-19
recovery package, you may
be eligible to write off total
costs in the first year.*

Tough sheds for
tough times.

On the land, there are so many things

you can't control: rain, excessive
heat and... pandemics. To make a go
of it takes courage, determination
and trust that everything you can

control, will be totally reliable.

ii OLYMPIC EFY So with experienced engineers, quality

INDUSTRIES pRyitolist

hi-tensile materials, structural steel

— — — — columns and superior construction
techniques, Olympic Industries offer the
best, most resilient sheds on the market.
*Consult your accountant for eligibility.
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WORDS GIORGINA MCKAY PHOTOGRAPHY PETA-MARIE PHILIPPOU

HUNDREDS upon hundreds of bulbous,
peach-coloured pumpkins are crammed
into cardboard boxes by the ton along-
side the road. Each barrel looks like it
weighs the size of a small elephant, but it
is nothing for the trucks rolling up to load
them off to their destination. It's moving
day for Barmera grower Meta Sindos's
butternut pumpkins, and within days they
will have found a home on the shelves of
Adelaide wholesalers — people Mr Sindos

says he has built a good rapport with over
the years.

Meta is a born-and-bred grower, having
lived and worked on farms most of his life
before taking over properties in Barmera
and Loveday. It is hard work most days,
but for Meta, it is something he enjoys.

“I'just love it, | don't know what it is," he
says.

“It's like gardening to be honest but on
a slightly larger scale.

“It's hard to explain unless you've
grown up on a property and have an
understanding (of it)."

A typical day on the farm starts at
5.30am, picking five tons of butternut
pumpkins, before packing them into bulk
bins. This happens six days a week, with
Meta and his son more often than not
doing the work themselves. After all is
said and done, the pumpkins are then
weighed off in bins and sent to the

Farmer Riverland. Mallee. Lower North



market. It seems like an impossi-
ble feat for most ordinary people,
but Meta assures that even the
average city slicker could han-
dle the workload of a pumpkin
farmer.

“Look, pumpkins are an easy
thing to grow — you can grow
them yourself," he explains.

“We plant by machine, we culti-
vate and we'll run through two to

three times by hand
hose, but it's very
minimal.

“It's a very
simple way to
grow compared

to some of these

large-scale proper-

ties you see around the
area."

For Meta, whose pumpkins
are his pride and joy, everything
has to be top quality for the con-
sumers. He says growing and
selling something he would buy
himself if he had seen it in the
shop is very important, and is one
of the reasons why his produce
stands out from others.

“I've seen pumpkins in stores
that just look disgusting, and |
think to myself ‘how could they
actually sell it?" and 'how could
the supermarket actually buy it in
that state?" he says.

“You see some that look like
they've been knocked around,
but ours we try to have them as
perfect as possible — make them
look real presentable.”

However, the pumpkin life is

782.3 Ha “WOODLANDS” - GERANIUM, SA 1,933 Ac

AS AWHOLE OR IN 2 CONTINGENT LOTS - 502 Ha and 280 Ha

Approximately 400 mm. rainfall area, 8.5 kms south of
Geranium and Mallee Highway, bitumen road frontage

12 main plus holding paddocks, good water, 2 equipped
bores and tanks

Family has owned since 1910, well cared for stewardship
ever since, healthy clover based pastures providing healthy
production of livestock, crops and hay

Improvements comprise a 3 bedroom timber framed
Homestead, implement shedding, 2 stand Shearing shed,
sheep yards and silos

PRICE: As as whole $2.7 M or $1.8 M and $950,000
Offers close 2 pm 24/9/2020

Your consideration is highly recommended

Inspections strictly by appointment only with sole agent Greg Window
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not always glass slippers and
coaches. Meta says the season
was going really well this year
and produce was in high demand,
but then COVID hit and "took the
cream off" of what would have
been good revenue.

“It was a very strong demand
until COVID-19 hit, and then the
price dropped by 50 per cent,
which was a bit disappointing but
we did make reasonable sort of
money out of it," Meta says.

“But when you take into
account the price of water this
year and just basically you've still
got the same costs with freight
and everything else added on
top, it just took away the cream
basically of what would've been a
really good season.”

And he is not the only one.
Meta says other growers in the
area, who grow late graze pump-
kin and mainly use it for process-
ing struggled this year as well,
with one processor closing its
door completely and another
still waiting to re-open post-
shutdown.

However, Meta
understands you
can only control
SO many sce-
narios when
it comes to
farming, and
he still loves
being able
to just grow
food for his
community.

LEFT: Meta Sindos and his
son Christopher.

Farmer

...something'’s going to

give sooner or later.

Mass plantings
cause concern for
Riverland growers

LOCAL grower says he worries about

the future of the Murray River and

other Riverland growers if mass

plantings continue in the region.

Barmera-based pumpkin grower Meta

Sindos said large corporates who have
brought over templates from California are
sucking the Murray dry, causing concerns
not only for local growers future in the
region, but the longevity of the river.

“I've been over (to the USA) five years ago
and their irrigation and infrastructure makes
Murray look like a little creek to give an idea
and they're using the same model here," he
said.

“I'm born and bred in Barmera and | can't
ever recall such huge plantings going every-
where, and | don't know where it's going to
end.”

Mr Sindos said the ramifications of this
is seeing the Riverland turn into a mono-
culture, where growers are unable to viably
keep up with the competition and pump-out
produce.

He said if the region continues at this rate,
the outcome will not be good for anyone.

“They say the economic scale of proper-
ties now — everything's getting huge — and
what's happening, the area's developing into
mono-culture,” he said.

“So | think us smaller growers are needed
for more diversity in the area otherwise
what you're going to end up with is endless
properties with the same variety, whether
it's almonds or wine grapes and that's it.

“A lot of these large corporates that are
planting these properties up, the money
doesn't stay in the area, it strains off to
inner cities or back overseas.

“One day it'll unwind and | don't reckon
it's going to end well to be honest.

“The river isn't our finer source, some-
thing's going to give sooner or later."
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Rain still to be desired, but storages improving

VARYING rainfall levels
across the Riverland, Mallee
and Lower North during
winter have given primary
producers a lot to consider
before the end of 2020.

The Bureau of Meteorology
(BoM) recorded 12.8mm of
rain in Renmark during June
— compared to an average
of 20.8 for the month — and

5.8mm last month, compared
to the July average of 20mm.
However, 17.2mm of rain had
fallen during the first two
weeks of August, compared
with an historical average of
22.6mm for the month.

BoM also recorded 18mm
of rain in Loxton during the
first two weeks of August,
with just 7.2mm falling

throughout the whole of
August 2019.

Loxton saw a total of
20.2mm of rain between
June and July, compared to
43.6mm in the same period
last year.

Lameroo received 12.2mm
of rainfall during the first two
weeks in August and 14.2mm
last month, although this is

down on the 63.6mm that
fell during the same period in
2019.

A total of 133.2mm of rain
has been recorded for the
year so far in Renmark, below
to January to August average
of 154.7mm.

Reports from the Murray-
Darling Basin Authority,
produced earlier this month,

show total active storage
levels (Dartmouth, Hume and
Lake Victoria) had reached 48
per cent capacity.

This marked a 79GL
improvement on the previous
fortnight, with storage levels
slightly higher than the 45 per
cent recorded at the same
time in 2019.

: ‘ HEAR WHAT MATTERS

Hear what matters to you

Signia Xperience hearing aids:

NEVER CHANGE A
BATTERY AGAIN WITH

Free upgrade to
rechargeable models!

¢ 088586 3025

L  hcaudiology.com.au

Consulting in 25+ locations, including

El  HearClear Audiology

Free 30 day no

obligation trial!

Barmera ¢ Berri * Loxton * Renmark * Waikerie

Offer available at HearClear Audiology clinics until 30th September 2020. Visit www.hcaudiology.net.au/offers or call 08 8586 3025 for full Terms & Conditions.

Pure Charge&Go X

RZ79308
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NEW MACHINERY FROM THE MACHINERY SPECIALIST
HOODS AGRIMOTIVE IN PARINGA

BM12-1.7 MTR

GH 2004-1.78 MTR with
Ballast Blocks

GLO16 - 1.9 MTR
with all options

RLO3 - 3 Tyne 20"
Spacing

2 X 35T Gravity Field Bins
L x 35T Auger Field Bins

1.7 MTR HYD Fold
& Crumble Roller

New Model-4 Tyne -
Lowered Tyne Mounts

16 Plate - 1.8 MTR
with all options

FW18000 -
HP 5.60 MTR

All of this equipment is available for
immediate sale, and we have
many additional orders for
stock going forward.

BUY NOW UTILISE THE
GOVERNMENT'S $150K TAX
WRITE OFF

21058 Sturt Highway Paringa SA
Ph 8595 5388 | Norm Hood 0427 839 687

www.hoodsagrimotive.com.au
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Quantity low, quality high in 2020 vintage

Wine Australia earlier this
month released the National
Vintage Report, with the
2020 harvest producing an
estimated value of $1.07
billion.

The 2020 Australian wine
crush totalled 1.52
million tonnes,
marking the
smallest
crop in
terms of
volume
since 2007,
although
the
aver-
age

INCREASING value for pre-
mium Riverland wines is
helping to offset a drop in
total grape crop volumes,
according to a new industry
report.

Average purchase price

S69L

5%

per
tonne

value of grapes increased by
5 per cent.

Wine Australia chief exec-
utive officer Andreas Clark
said while overall grape crop
volume "was down, wine
quality was expected to be
high".

“This vintage will enable
us to continue to meet our
targets of value growth in
premium wine market seg-
ments, although the con-
strained supply will restrict
overall volume growth in the
next 12 to 24 months,” Mr
Clark said.

The Riverland saw only
a 4 per cent reduction in
grape volumes over the past

Crush by state

year — attributed "to the
availability of supplementary
water" — compared to other
regions which saw 34 per
cent drops.

The report found volume
of red grape varieties fell 11
per cent — with shiraz mak-
ing up a total of 25 per cent
of the total crush — while
white varieties fell 13 per
cent.

However, Mr Clark said
production of experimental
red varieties such as durif
— grown by many Riverland
wineries — had increased
by 9 per cent compared to
2019.

“The increase in average

value for shiraz is far out-
pacing that for chardonnay,
leading to strong demand
signals favouring shiraz," he
said.

“This is reflected in our
exports. The average value
of bottled shiraz exports
was $9.21 per litre FOB in
2019 compared with $4.29
for chardonnay.”

The full Wine Australia
National Vintage Report
2020 can be downloaded by
visiting the website (www.
wineaustralia.com/market-
insights/national-vintage-
report).

TAS

QLD

~N/

1%

Range, performance
& service

SA FAMILY OWNED; SERVING RURAL AREAS

e Air-movement motors e Attachment chain & slats e Belts e Bearings

e Bevel boxes e Busway e Capacitors e Chain ¢ Communications

e Conveyor components e Couplings e Covid-19 supplies ¢ Customised

parts e Data e DC low-voltage motors e Drives e Electric motors

.. ¢ Electrical accessories & tools e Enclosures e First-aid ¢ Geared

I motors e Gears & racks e Hazardous equipment e Lubrication

B systems e Machining e Modifications e Printing systems e Pulleys

e Rewinds & repairs e Splines e Sprockets e Universal joints

e UPS e Variable-speed drives and much more

See our stock online at www.roycecrossgroup.com

ROYCECROSSGROUP

sEELECTRICAL
aj DISTRIBUTORS

ROYCE
CROSS

ELECTRICMOTORGROUP
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CHAINS&ACCESSORIES

Ph: 08 8269 4000
Visit our showroom

at 3 Cord St
Dudley Park




SPECIALIST AGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURER

Leske
Engineering

40 years of servicing
farming families

MAX Leske and his
team of skilled engi-
neers have been sup-
plying custom-made
agricultural equipment
to farming communities
across Australia since
1980.

The family-owned
and operated business
is celebrating 40 years
of service to the farm-
ing industry this year
and offers a wealth of
knowledge in broad
acre and intensive farm-
ing practices.

Prior to the start of
his business, Max spent
12 years working for a
local agricultural man-
ufacturing company, W
Ahrens & Son, welding

as an employee.

The Leske business
will hopefully be around
for quite a few years
yet, with son Michael
having a very keen
interest. Michael is a
fully qualified boiler
welder and has been
working at the com-
pany since December
2014.

Max said he enjoyed
any challenges that
come with the job.

“We do what our
clients are asking for
— what the customer
wants we will design
it and produce a high-
quality product,” he
said.

“From our extensive
premises at Wandel

Road in Shea-0Oak Log,
we are conveniently
located to serve cus-
tomers and transport
our equipment across
Australia.

“We know that time
is money, and over the
years we have applied
our wealth of manu-
facturing experience
to make our products
both efficient and cost-
effective.

“Quality is important
to any manufacturer.
We emphasise quality
throughout each step of
our manufacturing pro-
cess. We also strive to
be as efficient as pos-
sible so we can offer a
competitive price to our
customers.”

Portable field bins

Silos

Fertiliser silos

Augers

10 bag ute mounted feeders
Hydraulic folding land rollers
Hydraulic harrow beams

Leske

Engineering

OUR RANGE OF AGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENT

Our custom-engineered products are built to withstand the test of time and the harsh Australian climate.

Roller mills
Haul out bins

Supporting rural Australia for 40 years

Run by proprietor, Max Leske, and supported by his team of skilled engineers, we have been supplying custom-made agricultural
equipment to farming communities across Australia since 1980. From our extensive premises at Wandel Road in Shea-Oak Log,
we are conveniently located to serve customers and transport our equipment across Australia

Comb trailers

Universal sheep/cattle feeders
Farm front end loaders

Sheds and general engineering

Leske Engineering is a specialist agricultural equipment manufacturer.
We know that time is money, and over the years we have applied
our wealth of manufacturing experience to make our products both
efficient and cost-effective.

We are the experts in all types of agricultural equipment sales and services. Call us on 08 8524 9082 now.

08 8524 9082
0427 807 066

. admin@leskeeng.com.au
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SPECIALIST AGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURER

Leske Engineering major suppliers

Accessories

Ezy fit Hydraulics
Heat Treatment
Services

Jayben Australia
SA Trailer

and Chassis
Equipment
Wems

W.E.S.S.

Auger Supplies WA

B.L. Shipway
CBC Bearings
Southern Steel
Atlas Steel
Orrcon Steel
Statewide

Hydraulics
Hydraulics
Network

Apex Steel
Ferrocut Australia
Brice sheet and
coil

Statewide Tyres
Barossa Auto
Group

Chains and

Bearings
Laser World
Technologies
Filmer Delivery
Armadillo

The road freight specialists around the Barossa Valley and Adelaide

Providing fast, efficient door-to-door service since the 1980s.

Proud business associates of Leske Engineering.
Congratulations on 40 years.

NOW AT 3009 Sturt Highway, Nuriootpa

Call our expert staff when you next
need to get it done on time!

Phone 8562 2200

enquiries@filmerdelivery.com.au

FILMER
DELIVERY

Barossa Valley

BL Shipway is proudly associated with Leske Engineering

Conggratulations on yowr 46™ Anniversar
ond best wishe@or the Likure. b

Suppliers of quality

HYDRAULIC HOSE & FITTINGS
FILTRATION & ACCESSORIES
QUICK RELEASE COUPLINGS

RYCO

SUPPORTED BY:

B.L.SHhipway

& CO. PTY. LTD.

Support those who support local

FOR 40 years Leske
Engineering has been an
important part of the local
community.

Proprietor Max says the
family business strives to
support local when it can.

“We support all our
local people with their
repairs and maintenance
and buy locally where
possible,” he said.

“We're here to help with

dd

any of your agricultural
equipment needs.

“We also work with
many respected and
dependable suppliers.”

Max said COVID-19 had
failed to slow down busi-
ness operations.

“The season this year
has started looking very
promising. Due to a lot of
silo closures the field bin
demand has started to
increase," he said.

“If by any chance you
are looking to purchase
field bins, now is the time
to start with ordering, so
delays or inability to sup-
ply is avoided.”

Contact us:

Phone (08) 8524 9082

Fax (08) 8524 9170

Mobile 0427 807 066

Email: leskeeng@
activ8.net.au

Website: leskeeng.
com.au

The season this year has started looking very
promising. Due to a lot of silo closures the

field bin demand has started to increase.

“Proud Supporters of Leske Engineering”

ARMADILLO

Group

NC12064
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Leske
Engineering

Custom-made to suit your needs

LESKE'S custom-engi-
neered products are built
to withstand the test

of time and the harsh
Australian climate.

The business primarily
manufactures and sup-
plies farm equipment,
and does repairs to all
kinds of farm machinery
— parts worn or broken.

“We have lathes, mill,
key broaching sets, radial
arm drill with a range of
drills up to 2-1/4 inch
bit diameter, 2.4 metre
x 3mm sheet metal
guillotine, 60 tonne x 3
metre brake press, sheet
metal rolling machines,
hydraulic hose crimping
machine, and a range of
hose & fittings, silo and
field bin transport, to

name a few of the ser-
vices provided,” proprietor
Max Leske said.

()

If anyone wants
specialties made
to their plans

we will also
accommodate
that.

“The equipment and
machines manufactured
by us are all made to a
standard not to a price.
“Machines and equipment

manufactured include a
range of portable field
bins 28 to 55 tonne grain,
and we also do 28 tonne
fertilizer bins, grain feed
and fertilizer silos, chaser
or haul out bins, comb
trailers, hydraulic fold-
ing land rollers, front-end
loader attachments:
including buckets, hay
spikes and forks, roller
mills and roller mill mix-
ers, universal sheep/cat-
tle feeders, 2.5 tonne feed
out carts for sheep nuts
and grain, 10-bag utility
tray feed out bins, piggery
feed trolleys, and general
engineering.

“If anyone wants
specialties made to
their plans we will also
accommodate that."

Portable field bins

Silos
*  Fertiliser silos
*  Augers

10 bag ute mount-
ed feed out bins
2.5 tonne trailer
feed out carts, both

ground drop and
auger

*  Hydraulic folding
land rollers
Roller mills & Roller
mill mixers
Haul out bins
Comb trailers

Range of agricultural equipment

Universal sheep/
cattle feeders

Farm front end
loader attachments
Sheds to your
plans & specifica-
tions, general engi-
neering

OR

Distributed by

Statewide Tyre Distribution - 265 Hanson Road Wingfield 5013
Phone [08] 8347 2999 | Email: andrew@statewidetyres.com.au

Contact your local tyre dealer in your area

Proud
suppliers to

Leske
Engineering

TS3128

VR4159865
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Farmer

Need a hand

finding
workers?

MADEC can help.
Call us today

1800 062 332
www.madec.edu.au

- LVS GROUP -

VINEYARD SERVICES & FENCING

Vineyard Development & Maintenance: Includes
pruning, vine training, planting, hand picking.

New Development: Includes post install, strainer
install, wire work, above ground irrigation work,
vine planting, vine training etc.

We can supply contract rates that include the
total price for each task at a unit price making
budgeting a breeze.

We also have two down hole rock-drilling
machines making sure we can get posts in any
ground conditions.

Damion Linke - Manager 8562 4299

www.linkevineyardservices.com.au

INCREASE

YIELDS &

IMPROVESOIL

WITH COMPOSTED
PIG MANURE

BULK LOADS

Call Mark McLean 0427 138 919
riverhaven.office@gmail.com
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Over 50 years of
farming and fertiliser

WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY ERIN WILLIAMS

RIVERLAND growers looking to
support local and care for their
orchards with organic, nutrient-rich
foodstuff need look no further than
family business Riverhaven, based in
Waikerie'sacross-the-riverneighbour
Taylorville.

Mark McLean owns and manages
Riverhaven — a Taylorville-based
enterprise comprising of pig farms,
fertiliser operations, citrus fruits, and
more.

Years ago, Mark and his father
Rob developed a system of breaking
down the pig manure and straw into
organic compost.

“Composted pig manure fertiliser
has numerous benefits, including
water savings and increasing ben-
eficial soil pathogens,” Mark said.

“My dad started up the pig farm
over 50 years ago, and used the
manure for a variety crops, including
stone fruit, grapes, vegetables and
citrus.

“Over the years, as the farm and

Installation & Service Agreements Available.

Great Range to
Suit Your Needs

www.truroagencies.com.au

operations grew, we developed

a system together to break the
manure and straw bedding from
pig sheds down into high-quality,
organic fertiliser.

“The fertiliser is largely purchased
by Riverland farmers and it's perfect
for the sort of ground we plant in
around here; the Riverland region
has very sandy soil with not much
organic nutrients."

While the family originally used
the compost for their own orchards,
as the farm and orchards grew, they
decided to develop a composting
system providing quality fertiliser
for sale.

Now, Mark and his team process
5000 cubic metres annually to
Riverland and Murray Mallee farms.

“We take a holistic approach to
farming including use of compost,
to create a sustainable food pro-
duction system, which is something
that's becoming more widespread
these days,” he said.

“We want to reduce synthetic

Phone Orders & Drive Through Pick Up.

fertiliser use, to increase beneficial
organisms in our soils, and other
customers and farmers also value
this process.

"] find farmers these days are will-
ing to invest in improving their soil
structure while increasing yields
and reducing water usage by using
products like our compost. Our com-
posting procedure removes any dan-
gerous pathogens, so it's more and
more in demand.”

Mark vouches for the effec-
tiveness of pig manure fertiliser
firsthand as he uses it on his own
blocks of citrus and olive orchards.

“With the sandy soil we deal with
in the Riverland, the composted pig
manure fertiliser improves the soil
health," he said.

"We've just put in another 6000
citrus trees following an irrigation
upgrade, and currently we're work-
ing on a solar panels project to
reduce costs.

“The irrigation upgrade has been

Whites Rural Products made in Albury NSW

We can organise delivery!

Moorundie Street, TRURO. SA.

Ph. 08 8564

0214

Email: sales@truroagencies.com.au

RURAL SUPPLIES, FARM HARDWARE & EQUIPMENT

NC12052
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Water efficiency has become

highly important for farmers...

incredibly valuable; now, we've got the Like many businesses across the maintain morale has been challenging, “But everyone's struggled during
technology to not just monitor water region, Riverhaven has been affected but our team has really risen to the this, and one of the great things about
use and moisture levels, but it saves by COVID-19; while not forced to close,  challenge, and continues to achieve living out in the regions is that people
us water, costs, power and time. certain restrictions and procedures great results and high productivity on 41 close.
~ “Water efficiency has become highly ~added more responsibilities for the aII“are?s of the farm. “We help each other out where we
important for farmers out here since workers. We're an essential industry so o
about 2008, and we're always wary of “COVID-19 added an extra 30 per thankfully everyone was able to stay can." )
when the next drought might hit. cent more work for us,"” he said. on and work, while we kept in line with 10 inquire further about Riverhaven
“A good irrigation system can “Having staff working in close prox-  the restrictions, but it has definitely pig manure fert_|I|ser, contact riverhav-
help with efficiencies to get farmers imity and trying to ensure business made keeping up with operations en.office@gmail.com or phone Mark
through rough years." continuity while modifying rosters and  more difficult. on 0427 138 919.
Free Call 1800 655 033
sales@commanderagquip.com.au
Call us
today for
more into
S.A’S PREMIUM GYPSUM
Top Ag has newly acquired a Gypsum
. Mine lease at Blanchetown and are now
Permanent Shearing Shed Fit-outs Self Propelled Augers Su.ltable for Broa}Qacre, able to offer a premium grade gypsum
Horticulture and Viticulture. to supply the astute agriculturalist,
Improve and ultimately maintain a viticulturalist and horticulturalist.
sustailinablle heal'th.y s.oil. ' Demand the Best!
Encourage biological activity in your soil. Calcium: 24.7%
Sulphur: 16.2%
Purity: 87.2%
eodoout B c 5 d Stockvard Brenton Reimann | P. 0427 803 676 | F. 8565 7084
-out Bi ustom Designed Stockyards . . 3
cecou Sins d Y E. ewcs999@internode.on.net | 230 Angaston Road, Nuriootpa &

www.commanderagquip.com.au

%%ﬁ WWW. edp com.
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Trinity
College

Did you know?

Six recent
graduates have
obtained an ATAR

We offer flexible
and supportive
pathways for
all students.

We offer an
unparalleled
selection of subject
choices.

We have a ﬂourishing

Pastoral Care program
with a focus on
wellbeing and
positive education.

Since the inception of
Trinity College we have
consistently produced
graduates in the
Top 1% of the state.

Each year over 100
students access external

VET programs

. to complete qualifications

across 25 different
industries.

We have an
extensive farm,
equestrian centre
and environmental
facility.

There are boundless
opportunities
for sport, performing
arts, outdoor learning
and robotics.

« World of

Follow us on Kl
@TrinityCollegeSouth Australia

www.trinity.sa.edu.au

E]/k Visit our website to watch us in action

Trinity Innovation & Creativity School Now Open

Tour dates and times are on our website

Please call our enrolments office as bookings are essential 8522 0666.
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Mechanic at Koch Contracting Hedging at Koch Contracting Ground Prep at Koch Contracting
] ] - -
Roch Contracting is the contact for ultimate soil

LONG-term use of drip
irrigation is being increas-
ingly implicated in the loss
of structure of many of
the soils of the Riverland
and elsewhere in inland
Australia.

While intrinsically fertile,
the soils of the Mallee are
fragile and subject to soil
structural degradation
under intensive farming
practices, including the
use of drip irrigation, herbi-
cide weed control and the
use of increasingly heavy
machinery.

This loss of soil struc-
ture and soil health has
resulted in:

With Microbes for Plant & Soil

High Performing Australian
Made Worm Cast Fertiliser

Qd increased soil
strength and bulk density
(compaction),

Q reduced water infil-
tration rates (water pond-
ing),

Q reduced water use
efficiency,

Q reduced ability to
leach salt accumulations,

Q reduced availability
of air to roots,

U reduced rates of
nutrient uptake,

Q extended periods of
waterlogging,

Q increased suscepti-
bility to root rots, and

O decreased plant
health and productivity.

Trials in a number of

- BROAD ACRE CEREALS & CANOLA -
« VITICULTURE - HORTICULTURE -
« MAXIMISE NUTRIENT AVAILABILITY -
« IMPROVES SOIL STRUCTURE -
- IMPROVES WATER RETENTION -
« INCREASES YIELDS AND QUALITY -
« DISEASE SUPPRESSION -
« CONTAINS HUMICACID -

“Worm Hit — Putting life &
microbes back in your soil!”

Ask about a Farmer Direct deal today

Ph: 1300 336 009 or 0487 279 184
www.wormhit.com.au
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Without Brick

Worm Hit Fertiliser Bricks
ideal for orchards and
commercial tree crops

4mm Worm Hit fertiliser pellets,
ideal through Air Seeders &
Combines to replace MAP/DAP super!

Speak to your local agent Rash Koch - 0428 839 886

horticultural industries are
now looking at the dam-
age caused by our current
management practices to
soil structure and health,
and how best to mitigate
the damage while improv-
ing the long-term sustain-
ability of production.

In the wine grape indus-
try the CCW Co-operative,
in conjunction with
Landscapes SA with fund-
ing from Landcare, com-
menced a long-term soil
health project in 2018.

The aims of the project
are to assess the impact
of irrigation and current
vineyard management
practices on a range of

With Brick(

mz2768

soil health indicators
(physical, chemical and
biological), and to evalu-
ate a range of manage-
ment practices for their
capacity to improve soil
health and sustainability.

The treatments include:

Q ripping,

Q application of gyp-
sum,

Q application of organic
matter to the soil surface
and into rip lines

O combinations of rip-
ping, and the application
of gypsum and organic
matter,

O sowing a range of
cover crop species under
the vines,

Rash Koch
Koch Contracting operator

O sowing mid-row
cover crops, including a
permanent prostrate salt
bush species,

Q application of various
biological amendments or
stimulents, and the

Q application of poly-
acrylamides (polymers).

While these trials are
still in the early stages of
evaluation, the measure-
ment of a wide range of
soil health indicators over
the past two years has
shown that ripping and
the application of organic
matter has resulted in
significant improvements
in water infiltration rates,
decreased soil resistance

lan Macrae
Senior Viticulture Officer at CCW

and bulk density, and an
increase in beneficial
aerobic microbial activity.
These are all indicators
of an improvement in soll
health.

In recognition of the
need for a contract service
to assist in improving soil
health, Koch Contracting
have developed a machine
that both rips the soil and
incorporates amendments
such as organic matter
and gypsum deep into the
soil profile.

While ripping is a rela-
tively easy operation to
undertake, the real chal-
lenge has been to deep
incorporate enough soil

DEEP TILLAGE, COMPOST

INCORPORATED SUSTAINABLE AG

MANUFACTURERS OF MECHANICAL
PRUNING EQUIPMENT AND BUILDERS OF

THE SEYMOUR MULCH SPREADER.

LEDGARD'

PRUNING SYSTEMS

ey AU TOMATION |
1\: Trading a Ledgard Pruning Systems

0400 915 226

john@ledgardpruning.com
ledgardpruning.com

Task Automation of McLaren Vale together with Seymour
Rural Equipment of Seymour, are proud to be associated
with Koch Contracting, Designing & Building Innovative

Spreading and Deep Tillage Compost Inclusion Equipment.

MANUFACTURERS OF INNOVATIVE
AGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENT MULCH &
COMPOST SPREADER & COMPOST TURNERS.

0418 576 660

colin@seymourrural.com.au
seymourrural.com.au

MZ2769




Peter Hill
Owner of Ridge Hill

amendment to make a sig-
nificant difference to soil
health.

This machine has taken
two years of development,
trial and error and signifi-
cant expense to get to the
point of now being able to
offer a commercial con-
tract service to rejuvenate
unhealthy soils.

Koch Contracting is to be
congratulated for the devel-
opment of a machine capa-
ble of addressing the key
requirements for a healthy,
productive soil; open and
aerated, good drainage and
water infiltration, and with
sufficient organic matter.

Koch Contracting - The Name You Can Trust

RIVERLAND, Mallee and Barossa Valley
horticultural producers now have access to
advanced soil ripping and loosening equip-
ment.

A new machine is set to increase horticul-
tural yields and efficiency by reducing soil
compaction and improving soil health.

Riverland-based horticultural contractor
Koch Contracting, along with Norm Hood
from Hoods Agrimotive and Colin Stray
from Seymour Rural, have developed a new
machine that rips the soil and adds organic
matter and soil amelioration agents all in
one pass of a vineyard or orchard.

Koch Contracting operator Rash Koch
said the ripper — developed partly in
response to outcomes of the CCW soil
health project — is capable of ripping and
adding compost and gypsum or fertiliser at
the same time.

“It rips down through the vines at any
requested depth as deep as 650mm, and
also places compost or any kind of fertiliser
you want down in behind the tynes,” Mr
Koch said.

“It was a suggestion by lan Macrae from
CCW that we needed a machine to perform
the job, but | needed something that would
be suitable as a contractor.

“We got the right pieces to build the
machine the way we wanted it and the John
Deere tractor, a 7260r, is now narrowed
down to 2.2 meters wide.

“It's a tractor that's never been put down
the vine row before. It's taken a lot to get
this machine to do what is required, because
any smaller tractor just can't do it affectively
or carry the weight.”

Mr Koch said having a larger coulter
wheel in front of the ripper tyne on the new
machine prevents a build-up of roots and
soil in front of the tyne, as seen with other

To be efficient...
You NEED a Dual Hedger

Inquiries phone Rash Koch

0428 839886

admin@kochcontracting.com.au

www.kochcontracting.com.au

WCONTRACTORS

ripping machines.

“A lot of machines make quite a mess
because you get a lot of roots dragging
around the tynes, so we needed a large
coulter to cut the roots instead of tearing
them,” he said.

“The coulter is nearly a metre high, so that
gives a nice clean cut.

“It's quite a heavy piece of machinery on
the back of this tractor and has the ability to
hold 3 tonne or 5 cubic metres of product.
This helps the coulters to penetrate and cut
cleanly, then the ripper tine comes through
and doesn't throw the soil around as much."

Mr Koch said the benefits of ripping vine-
yards and orchards — best done between
May and August — was "like a second wind"
for dense and un-aerated soils or sandy
soils requiring more organic matter in the
soil profile.

“Soils do not all have the same issues, so
it's about finding out what soils have what
problems and focusing on those areas with
specific needs," he said.

Local soil and irrigation agronomist
Trevor Sluggett has also assisted in this
project.

Mr Sluggett's experience is that compact
degraded soils are a major problem in many
vineyards and orchards. He believes that
equipment such as this unit effectively rips
compact soil and places much needed com-
post and ameliorants into the soil profile,
where it is most effective.

Rapid root growth occurs in the loosened
nutritious soil, so that the soil is not com-
pact and devoid of roots again.

“It's a big help in areas where the soil is
marginal because ripping the ground gets
air back in the soil and adding compost gets
the microbes working again,” Mr Koch said.

Koch Contracting are now the Riverland
agent for Worm Hit, a organic fertiliser made

230 RENMARK AVENUE,

RENMARK, SA 5341
(08) 8586 6777

TOTALEDEN &

A RURALCO BUSINESS

29 SMITH DRIVE,
WAIKERIE, SA 5330

IRRIGATION SOLUTIONS FOR
THE RIVERLAND, MALLEE AND BAROSSA

Always great to work with Koch Contracting!

(08) 8541 3346 (08) 8562 4546

TOTALEDEN.COM.AU

173 MURRAY STREET,
NURIOOTPA, SA 5355

tynes/

I've had along association with the Koch family and I've had great
pleasure working with Rash from initial stages of using the
, with various modifications and specially
designed coulters. Proud suppliers of Special Steel, hydraulic
tynes, and the special heavy coulters.
I congratulate Rash on his achievement and wish him
great future success with his new machine.

Ph (08) 8595 5388 Mob 0427 839 687
Sturt Highway, Paringa SA
www.hoodsagrimotive.com.au

Make it a ripper job with Roch

from worm castings that stimulates micro-
bial activity that helps feed the plant.

Mr Koch advised his ripping services
were available to horticultural growers in
all Riverland areas, plus the Mallee and
Barossa Valley regions, while they will also
travel interstate.

“It's normally an hourly rate, but a hectare
rate can be quoted depending on what is
being applied and distance of travel to refill
sites," he said.

For further information and inquiries
regarding Koch Contracting contact Rash
Koch on 0428 839 886 or visit the website
(www.kochcontracting.com.au).

PROUDLY SUPPORTING
KOSH CONTRACTORS

BEST WISHES FOR FUTURE SUCCESS

HORSHAM - KADINA - MURRAY BRIDGE - OAKBANK
PARNDANA - PINNAROO - RENMARK - ROSEWORTHY
RUPANYUP - SWAN HILL - WARRACKNABEAL

1300628 596 www.emmetts.com.au

@ JOHN DEERE ‘ emmetts 5
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John Lush
Mallala dryland farmer,
Adelaide Plains councillor

How important was the recent rainfall
for your crops?
We had 20mm out of it which was very

INDUSTRY
EXPERT
UPDATE

Journalist Hugh Schuitemaker

spoke with key Riverland,

Lower North and Mallee
agricultural industry figures
to gain an insight into their

respective seasons.

Adrian Hoffman
Wine Grape Council SA

Have you been confident during the current
season?

We're in the process of taking cuttings for new
plantings. For the 2020 vintage the quality was
outstanding. We only picked basically 40 per
cent of the crop, so that's 60 per cent down

on what | think a reasonable pull would be

in an average (year), but averages are pretty
hard to come by at the moment. Most Barossa
winemakers are very happy. We saw positive
changes in the prices as well, grenache on an
average price is over $2000 per tonne now.
Shiraz, which is the main star of the Barossa,
has been very positive as well.

Has the current rainfall been enough?

| was cautiously optimistic and now the nee-
dles probably swinging a bit more toward
being a pessimist. I'm normally fairly optimis-
tic, but | suppose how dry it's been in the last
four weeks (means) we definitely need a good
recharge of moisture in our soil. We're not car-
rying over very much water from last year, so
we really need some strong rains.

The long-range forecast looks like it's going
to be a wet September and October, but once
the vines start growing then you get disease
pressures.

When will vines begin to come out of dor-
mancy?
Generally we work on the first week of

\»\ September. The Barossa normally starts

~ offin the south around late August.
" Most of those early varieties start
" pushing out a bit of woolly bud. A
lot of people are concerned about
the level of frost we're having at the
moment and how cold those frost
events are. As much as it doesn't
affect the vines now, we've had a
couple of -4C temperatures in the
~last couple of mornings."

Challenges this year?
My concern is COVID and how that

is affecting some of the smaller wine
producers that don't have a direct route
to market. A lot of small winemakers | know
struggling on premise have only really clawed
back a small portion of their market at this
stage. It's tough because we're next to the
Adelaide Hills and everyone wants to support
that (region)... but it's getting to the stage
where nearly all wine producers need that sup-
port now in trying to get through the next 12 to
18 months.

What have been the valuable grape varieties in
the region?

All the parts of the Barossa really focus on
those red varieties. Shiraz, grenache and
mataro are our mainstays, but there is pockets
of alternate varieties coming out.
Experimenting with them is really good and it
gives the consumer in wine varieties that can
be made. What I think is really good is to see
the resurgence of grenache, mataro and those
lighter styles of red.

We're very well known for our heavy, dark
shiraz, but to create fresh and aromatic styles
that can rival Tasmania and Victoria is fantas-
tic as well."

Advice for fellow growers?

The wine industry is a long-term game, there's
nothing short-term about it. If you're hav-

ing issues contact your regional organisa-
tion... don't think you're doing it alone. You're
not alone in this because everyone is going
through the same situation. It really is a case
of hoping things will turn around and get bet-
ter, but make sure you stay in touch with those
regional organisations that are there to help
you.

good.
We needed it because
we only had 10mm in
July, so that was very
dry, (though) we'll need
more rain within 10 days

or a fortnight. We were
tracking only about 40mm
ahead of last year and last year
we had just over half our average,
and the year before that we only had
just over half our average as well. This
year was tracking a bit better. It's still
below average, but it looks like it might
pick up from now on. We're starting to
be a bit more optimistic, but we're still
not convinced about this year.

What stage are your crops currently at?
The canola is flowering and looking

How important is it for South Australian
farmers to begin working with GM

crops?

If the current trend is that we get less
than average rainfall, it's critical we
have plants that can produce more
with less rainfall and GM technology

is the only technology that can deliver
us drought tolerance, frost tolerance
and heat stress tolerance. We're doing
it with agronomic activities such as no
cultivation, retaining all our stubble on
the ground so it goes a bit like a garden
with mulch. We believe we've saved half

good. The wheat is sort of halfway up
to your knees, so it's got potential.

If we have a good spring we'll have a
good year, as usual, and if we don't have
a good spring we won't.

half of that.
If our rainfall is going to drop, what

to that. Since we went to stubble-

our yields by probably a tonne per
hectare.

Are you confident the industry will
recover from COVID-19 impacts?
| retain my enthusiasm for the

of what used to evaporate. Out of our
400mm we used to equate 100mm to
evaporation and we think we've saved

we've done is increase our rainfall by
50mm, so that's critical to the survival
of grain production in South Australia.
Our yields have increased as a response

mulching and zero till, we've increased

agricultural sector... agriculture is one
of (Australia's) success stories. We are
world competitive because our work

practices, research and development,
and the adoption of new technologies is
keeping us in that competitive zone.

Advice for fellow farmers in the region?
Put your reliance on science, plant
breeding and new technologies. If you
adopt those things then you're at the
cutting edge of crop production, and
that's where you need to be if you're
going to survive as a farmer. Don't grow
a new wheat variety for any longer than
four or five years, because by then
there will be a better one. Always be
growing the best, new varieties and
always be operating with the best,

new technologies. We've gotten to the
stage now where you walk across our
paddocks and don't see any soil. It's 100
per cent ground cover.

Airport Road, Renmark (Old Calperum)

PH: 8586 2000

Adelaide Depot: 13-21 Wilkins Rd, Gillman. Phone 8193 7400
Melbourne depot: 80 Strzelecki Ave, Sunshine Vic Phone 03 8326 6200

PICKERING TRANSPORT

RENMARK TO ADELAIDE & MELBOURNE DAILY
Servicing Renmark, Berri, Barmera, Loxton & Waikerie
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Sean Cole
CCW chief
executive officer

When will Riverland growers be looking for vines to come out of dor-
mancy?

In the Riverland, early varieties such as chardonnay typically burst

in the first or second week of September. Later varieties such as cab
sauv and gordo may burst up to three weeks later.

The date of budburst is not affected to any great extent by seasonal
conditions, but can be by the time of pruning, which area the vineyard
is located in the Riverland, and even by the aspect of the vineyard.

What factors are most important for vine health when coming out of
dormancy?

The most important factor for the health of the vine coming out of
dormancy is how healthy the vine was when it went into dormancy.
All vine growth for the first three to four weeks after budburst relies
on carbohydrates and minerals stored in the permanent parts of the
vine before dormancy. Good post-harvest vine management is criti-
cal to ensuring that these stored reserves are maximised.

The more carbohydrates and minerals stored in the vine, the healthier
and stronger the early season growth will be, the percentage bud-
burst will be higher, and the potential bunch size will be larger. One
other factor that can affect the health and performance of vines after
budburst is whether the root system has been kept sufficiently moist
during the winter. While the vine and root system are dormant during
this time, sufficient moisture is required to ensure root desiccation
does not occur.

Have current rainfall levels been enough to sustain vines through the
winter?

The Riverland has once again had a very dry winter. After a decent
autumn break, the rainfall over the past three months has been below
average and has not been sufficient to maintain an adequate mois-
ture level in the soil and rootzone. Growers have needed to regularly
apply light irrigations throughout the winter to ensure that the roots
remain well hydrated during this time.

Is there any more certainty or confidence around the export market?
The latest Wine Australia report shows a lot of resilience in Australian
wine exports despite the drag effect of COVID-19. The latest report
covering the last financial year (ended June 30, 2020) shows a 9

per cent lift in the average price per litre of Australian wine exported
to $3.89 per litre free on board (FOB), the highest since 2004-05.
Additionally, the total aggregate dollar value of Australia of exports to
all destinations for the same period only slipped 1 per cent in spite of
a lower 2019 vintage and COVID-19. This shows that Australia has
managed to sell less wine but at a higher per litre price point, which
largely compensates for lower vintages experienced.

The same trend is also shown in regard to China, where Australia
was down on volume exported (17 per cent for the period) but only
slipped back 1 per cent in total value, with exports to China still
equating to $1.2 Billion, followed by the US at $430 million and the
UK at $383 million.

John Gladigau
Bulla Burra Farms
executive director

How important was the recent rainfall for
your crops?

It was very timely — just in the nick of time
really. We had between 12 and 17mm
right across all of our properties and a
gentle soaking rain. That was followed up
by another 4 to 6mm (during the week).
In some ways the fortunes of the season
have taken another turn. We're still in
pretty good shape here in the Northern
Mallee at the moment, but it's just so
dependent on what happens in the next
couple of months. We're still walking

on a bit of a knife edge, so it's really
about the rain continuing for August and
September, and what happens with frost.
There's still a fair way to go, but we are
set up for quite a reasonable season as

long as it keeps on going.

How long until you would need a simi-
lar rainfall event?
We would be hoping to have as
much as we've had in August
again before the end of the
month. To really set the sea-
son up we would like another
30 or 40mm in September
really, because we haven't
got a huge amount in the
sub-soil. We certainly need at
least a couple of significant
rainfall events in the next four
to six weeks | would think.

Has frost been an ongoing risk
through the winter?

We've had quite a few frosts already this
year, but fortunately at this time of year it
doesn't do a huge amount of damage other
than drying out the ground and inhibiting
growth of the crop. The bigger problem
is having frost from this point on as the
head starts to form and crops enter the
flowering stage. If we get significant frost it
can basically kill the crop. It's really frosts,
especially in September, that can cause us
big problems. The more rainfall we have, it
does lessen the chance of frost because
the ground is damp and it stays warmer.

How important is the decision for SA
farmers to adopt GM crops?

We believe farmers should have the choice
to grow what they would like on their own
properties, and having the GM moratorium
lifted hopefully gives us the opportunity to
do that. It's not just about the crops cur-
rently available from a GM perspective, it's
the fact it gives researchers the opportunity
to look at developing other traits in crops
that will give us benefits. Frost could be a
significant one of those... even additional
drought tolerance or higher water use

efficiency.

While the moratorium has been in place in
South Australia, we didn't have the oppor-
tunity to even look at those, which has put
South Australia behind. We are quite a
unique grain growing region, so you can't
just pick things up from other areas and
bring them here.

How are things looking in terms of
exports?

There's been an enormous amount of work
that's happened behind the scenes... and
there's plenty of our industry groups work-
ing really hard to place that grain into other
markets.

The tariff issue with China has highlighted
to us the need to have a diversity of export
destinations. We had a fair percentage
directed towards China. They will drop that
tariff in time and in some ways they may
have done us a favour long-term, because
when we come out of it we will have a much
better spread of where our crops will go.
We've managed to develop a number

of new markets in the last two or three
months and if we can consolidate those
moving forward, it will make our industry
much stronger. You can't become reliant
on a huge customer like that, especially
when you're pushing a commodity product
into a huge market. You suddenly realise

it can disappear overnight, so that makes
you keener to create more markets in other
places.

Any advice for fellow farmers in the
region?

After the last three really poor years, it's
nice to be going into spring with a bit of
confidence behind us and still seeing
significant potential. With the current envi-
ronment we're in, it's a positive thing for
us to be able to go out and do what we do
best and hopefully capitalise for the whole
region.

“We're still walking on a bit of a knife edge, so it’s really about the rain continuing for
August and September, and what happens with frost".

“Any rain fall is welcome
at most times of the year.

Mark Doecke
Citrus SA chair

Which varieties of citrus are still
being harvested in the Riverland?
Harvest continues in the
Riverland with the usual chal-
lenges. Mid-season varieties
are finished and we are current-
ly harvesting tango, afourer and
sumo mandarins along with
late navels and blood oranges.

Are current rainfall levels
enough to sustain growers until
the end of the season?
Any rain fall is welcome at most
times of the year. Inflows into the
Murray-Darling system are continuing and
irrigators are in a better position than this
time last year.
I'm confident we will soon be at 100 per
cent allocation.

Is there any more certainty for growers

regarding export markets?

Export markets are good, with the only
difference being we are exporting to

a mix of markets. People everywhere
appreciate the health benefits of citrus,
especially in the current COVID-19 scare.

Are there any other challenges growers
are currently facing?

This year we have had our fair share of
cold nights with below zero occurring

at times. Growers have a challenge to
mitigate potential frost damage by using
methods including frost fans, overhead
water, netting or molasses.

With labour availability tight, growers also
need to be in constant contact with their
contractor to discuss picking programs.

Any advice for Riverland growers at this
time?

Riverland citrus growers can be satisfied
with the quality they have achieved again
this year. Keep up the good work.

RUNNING OUT OF ROOM...

Need a bigger shed?

WE BUILD QUALITY DOMESTIC, FARM, INDUSTRIAL & COMMERICAL SHEDS

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE

NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

Providing Personalised service, quality custom made products to South Australians for over 30 years.

(08) 8582 1120 | WWW.HOFFYSTEEL.COM.AU

1384 OLD STURT HIGHWAY, BERRI

BLD 179804

BZ8794-V3
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Jed Puckridge

Nutrien Ag Solutions
wool area manager

Is there confidence among wool
producers right now?

I wouldn't say there's confi-
dence (because) it has been a
very tumultuous time during the
COVID-19 period. We've got a
few things playing at field at the
moment.

Demand is a big issue as con-
sumer confidence really has
dropped away globally, and
that's in all fields not just wool.
Wool has taken a big hit with
prices coming off as dramati-
cally as they have over the last
two months. Demand has taken
a big hit there and retail orders
into the mills are now drying up.
As consumer confidence drops
away people aren't worried
about buying new garments.
They're certainly worried about
just making do with what they
have.

What challenges are wool pro-
ducers facing at the moment?
On the supply front, (in 2018)
we hit record highs and a lot

of growers have been hanging
onto wool trying to get to those
levels again, but they really have
started to drop away quite dra-
matically.

In Australia as an estimate, we
would have somewhere around
200,000 to 250,000 bales sitting
in warehouses and on farm, and
we're about to go into a whole
new shearing season.

Going forward there may be

an oversupply for the demand
available in the short term,

but as we see with any global
financial downturn, we see
potential to still get rid of that
supply as things open up and
get back to normal. Another
factor is the quality that is out
there. We're not too sure at this
stage if we've seen an end to

the drought, but certainly we're
seeing better styles of wool
come in.

High-yielding type wools we'll
probably see this season, with
better tensile strength. The test
results will be better and that
surely has to have an effect on
the micron price averages head-
ing into the new season.

Has the COVID-19 emergency
affected wool exports?

The big question is consumer
confidence. When it boils down
to it, it's whether people are
buying and purchasing or not.
It depends on the restrictions,
with the second wave, into indi-
vidual countries. We're seeing
India now at quite reduced rates,
but China is still definitely the
one purchasing a huge percent-
age of the Australian wool clip.
In the last two months consecu-
tively somewhere around 92 to
93 per cent of the Australian
wool clip has been going
China's way, so they've got a
huge monopoly going on there.
Any advice for wool producers?
We've been pretty lucky really,
(because) we've had a whole
generation that basically buy

a new garment every time they
walk out their front door. I'm
sure once we get back to a so-
called normal, we could poten-
tially see that generation get
back to that situation.

The wool industry is more of

a high-end market... itis an
expensive product to buy in
garment form, but it does last

a long time with good care.
These levels we're at now are
still reasonable. If you look at

a 10 or 30-year average, these
are very good levels still. It's just
a long way from the peak two
years ago.

Input costs have certainly risen
and we really need to be seeing
(current) levels or above to be
sustainable.

Tim Grieger
Summerfruit SA executive officer

When would growers be looking at trees to
come out of dormancy?

Early varieties would have started coming
out of dormancy toward the end of June
and they would now be setting fruit, but
that's the very early varieties that would

probably be harvested mid to
late October.
Then there's other varieties
that are much later of course
and some are just coming out
of dormancy now. Apricots are
a variety which comes out of
dormancy later and that will hap-
pen over the next week or so.

What factors are most important for trees
during the budding stages?

There's a range of things that affect the
quality of fruit, as there always is with
growing produce like this. Depending on
the variety, chill factor is a consideration
because some require high chill and others
lower chill.

This year | think varieties that require
higher chill will benefit from the cold winter
we've had and that will help them set fruit.
In terms of fruit quality, that depends on
factors such as nutrition and the water
irrigation regime... but growers are pretty

much on top of those things.
It's the things we can't control, such as the
seasonal chill factor, that are a challenge.

How important has recent rainfall been for
growers?

Growers rely on irrigation and not rainfall,
although rainfall is always beneficial. It
really is a matter of supplementing the irri-
gation regime that is required for growers'
orchards.

Rainfall is always welcome and it helps
refresh the tree, while also supplementing
our growing requirements.

Allocations are a different question,
although inflows are still happening into the
catchments and we would anticipate by the
time we get to the end of September, we'll
be looking at 100 per cent.

Any advice for growers?

Growers will be well aware of what's
required to manage their orchards in the
best way, and to work towards achieving
the best outcome they can for the season.

Wine exporters
opportunity emerges

HE Federal
Government is
uncorking another

$1 million in funding
to support smaller to
medium wine produc-
ers showcase their pre-
mium drops around
the world.

Minister for
Agriculture David
Littleproud recently
released guidelines

for a second round
of the Wine Export

Grant — part of the

$50 million Export

and Regional Wine

Support Package.

“Whether it's

a Barossa Valley

shiraz, a King

Valley prosecco

or a Hunter Valley

semillon, the world
loves a good

Aussie drop," Mr

Littleproud said.

“These grants

will help our smaller to
medium-sized wine produc-
ers access the lucrative world
wine market by promoting the
Aussie product internationally
as some of the safest, most
sustainable and highest qual-
ity wine in the world.

“In these uncertain eco-
nomic times, it's important
industry and the Australian
Government work together
to seize these opportunities
and help drive our COVID-19
recovery.

"Our wine producers large
or small are major contribu-
tors to Team Australia and
the Government recognises
the pandemic has made
promotional activities more
challenging.

“The Wine Export Grant
is helping eligible producers
meet the costs associated
with marketing their products
with reimbursements of up to
$25,000."

Wine Australia chief execu-

tive officer Andreas Clark
said it was pleasing to be
able to offer the grant to wine
exporters.

“Round 1 of the Wine
Export Grants helped 135
wine producers to deliver pro-
motional activities in China
and the USA in 2018-19," he
said.

“The grant guidelines for
this new round have been
expanded, so that new and
existing exporters can seek
out opportunities and secure
distribution in any interna-
tional market.”

The grants are open for
applications until May 1,
2021, or until the funds are
exhausted, whichever comes
first.

Application details and
guidelines for the Wine Export
Grants are available on Wine
Australia's website: wineaus-
tralia.com/whats-happening/
export-and-regional-wine-
support-package/grants.
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“Its aripper!”

DO MORE IN ONE PASS.

Increase oxygen supply to the roots and remove
hardpans.

¢ Mix top and subsoil for better soil structure and
nutrient availability.

® |ncrease root growth and microbial activity to
increase soil organic matter at depth.

CALL HAMISH WARD ON 0427 282 550
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Local citrus growers still

WORDS
HUGH SCHUITEMAKER
PHOTOGRAPHY
PETA-MARIE PHILIPPOU

ONFIDENCE in the quality of
fruit and alternative export
markets has kept Riverland
citrus producers feeling
positive in the face of COVID-19.

Growers across the region have
been forced to contend with uncer-
tainty surrounding the transport of
exports — due to coronavirus restric-
tions — and visas for holiday workers
during this year's harvest.

Winkie Heights operator Stuart
Andrew — based near Loxton — said
recent frost conditions across the
Riverland had done little harm to the
quality of his harvested fruit.

“So far it's been a surprisingly
good harvest, both in terms of quan-
tity and quality,” Mr Andrew said.

“There's been a surprisingly
healthy demand both domestically
and internationally, given the extent
of the devastation from the Chinese
issue.

"We've had good, strong domestic
markets and strong international
demand.”

Mr Andrew — who supplies fruit to
Venus Citrus — said sweet varieties
of orange and mandarin had been
popular this year.

“It's been particularly good for

Fresh or Composted Poultry manure

Composted to AS44 54
llle

Omanlcs
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Mnmg the Land

www.nuleaforganics.com.au
habyadmin@bigpond.com
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bursting with confidence

Kev Gray
ALL TERRAIN SKID STEER

RZ9340

e All materials Supplied & Spread e House & Shed Pads
e Augering e Lawn & Rubbish Removal
e Driveways e Post Pulling

0418 163 833 | PO Box 268, Renmark
kevcheri@bigpond.com

the mandarin varieties,” Mr Andrew
said.

“It's been a very positive (har-
vest) and there's good demand for
the fruit export-wise and domesti-
cally."

Venus Citrus marketing manager
Helen Aggeletos said increased
exports to other international and
domestic destinations have com-
pensated for uncertainty surround-
ing the Chinese market.

“Some markets have slowed
down and others have picked up,"
she said.

“The balance has shifted a little
bit as to the percentage of where
we used to pack for.

“But there's other markets that
have come up and they're taking
what other markets have dropped
back in.

“It's probably not what we expect-
ed initially. We didn't know what
to expect in this situation with the
economy.”

@& TUNDARRI

Your trusted farm
machinery dealer

for over 40 years

OPEN
Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturday 8.30am - 11.30am

Phone 8522 2188

338 Barossa Valley Way, Gawler East
www.tundarri.com.au
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Farmer

Mrs Aggeletos said a recent
focus on the health benefits of cit-
rus — prompted by the COVID-19
outbreak — had increased demand
for the fruit.

“We started a promotion domes-
tically with Vitamin C pouch bags...
they've really taken off now,"” she
said.

Overall we're
quite thankful

“It seems to be in the last couple
weeks there's been a big uptake in
them and I think the health benefits
have played a major role in it."

Mrs Aggeletos said continued
demand for citrus fruits meant she
was confident the Riverland indus-
try would quickly recover from the
impacts of COVID-19.

“In the climate we're in at the
moment and with everything that's
going on, | can say we're pretty lucky
in the fact production of citrus has
not been affected,” she said.

“Overall we're quite thankful. With
citrus the benefit is there, it helps
boost your immune system and
(contains) Vitamin C."

drummuster provides
Australian agricultural
and veterinary
chemical users with a
recycling pathway for
eligible empty agvet
chemical containers.

Remember, every container counts.

drummuster.org.au

Connect with us

drumMUSTER E] drumMUSTER.Chemclear i nfO@d rummau Ste r.0 rg alu
£ drum_musTer

"
rinse them out, round them up and run them in. drummuster.chemclear 1 800 008 707

P
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POSSIBLY THE LARGEST RANGE OF

Cultivators & Rippers
‘

sulpher puster

21058 Sturt Highway

PARINGA
Ph (08) 8595 5388
Mob 0427 839 687
norm@hoodsagrimotive.com.au
www.hoodsagrimotive.com.au

Post Hole Digger Demo Jack Ripper

John Deere 1610 Chisel Plow  Reconditioned Pata Blade Plow Flory Aimond Sweeper

High Capacity Diesel Air Compressor Massano Culti-Rapid 16 Disc Culti Packer Rollers
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Local hands in high-fibre
wheat development

French toast

WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY ELLOUISE CRAWFORD

RESEARCHERS at Roseworthy
are helping to develop a high-
fibre wheat variety that will
eventually see new high-fibre
bread, pizza, and other related
products sold on Australian
supermarket shelves.
Australian Grain
Technologies (AGT), which
has its brand-new Southern
Crop Breeding Centre based
at Roseworthy, recently
finalised along-term exclu-
sive breeding partnership
deal with Arista Cereals.
Arista — a joint venture
between the CSIRO and
French farmer-led co-
operative Limagrain — holds
the patent to a high-fibre
wheat variety already used
in a range of products in the
United States, including tortil-
las, pasta and pizza bases.
AGT head of science and
business development Tristan
Coram said AGT is applying
its industry-leading breeding
capabilities to produce locally
adapted Australian varieties.
"We've been testing and
breeding high fibre wheat for

about the last seven years...
and in that time period we have
been doing field trials to test
the performance of different
lines in different regions of
Australia," he said.

"We've also been testing the
quality, so how it performs in
end uses.

“More recently, over the
last one to two years, we have
actually scaled up and pro-
duced seed of the first variety
that contains the high-fibre
wheat trait."

This year, AGT is looking to
produce 100-150 tonnes of
the wheat, currently growing in
New South Wales, to be made
available to milling companies
for market development.

“It's a new thing so those
companies will be focussing on
where the best opportunity to
put high-fibre wheat is — which
products or which ingredient,
where the demand is in local
markets and then build that
up,” he said.

“It's taken a long time to get
here and now we are really at
this tipping point of turning this

into a commercial reality.”

The wheat's high-fibre
content has been achieved
through conventional breeding
to ensure more resistant starch
than traditional wheat.

Mr Coram said the ‘all in one'
nature of the high-fibre wheat
means end products will differ
to existing wheat-based 'high-
fibre', or ‘good source of fibre'
products, that currently use a
corn-derived additive.

“I think for everyone at
AGT who has played a part in
making this happen, it's some-
thing they are excited about
because it's something special
and unique, it is consumer-
focussed, and it is around
health," he said.

“..We are trying really hard
to make it work because | think
in the future there will probably
be more products like this that
are specifically targeted to the
changing demands of consum-
ers."

Itis anticipated the first
sales of grain for food applica-
tions will start in 2021.

2.5 TON DIESEL OR LPG
v Low mast v Side shift
v Pneumatic tyres

5 TON DIESEL OR LPG

v Pneumatic tyres

ES

v Low mast option v Side shift

CALL DAVID

0428 166 24
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3 TON DIESEL OR LPG
v' Low mast v’ Side shift

v Pneumatic tyres

5 TON 2WD/4WD ALL TERRAIN
v Diesel v' Pneumatic Tyres

v" Side shift v/ Low Mast

EL FORK

LIETISP

3.5 TON DIESEL OR LPG
v Low mast v Side shift
v’ Pneumatic tyres

7 TON DIESEL
v Side shift v Pneumatic tyres
v’ Other attachments available

s

ECIALS

2.5 TON 2WD/4WD ALL TERRAIN
v Diesel v/ Pneumatic Tyres
v’ Side shift v' Low Mast

8 -10 TON DIESEL
v" Side shift / Fork Positioner
v’ Pneumatic tyres

All pricing is GST Exclusive. Prices quoted for all orders placed by 30/09/2020. Delivery to site available.

FORKLIFTS DIRECT
E. sales@forkliftsdirect.com.au

8C McGowan Street, Pooraka SA 5095

id Finance available




We make protecting your assets
the easiest job on the farm.

HAY | Our Hay Sheds are fully customisable AUSTRALIAN MADE.
to your exact requirements.
Hot dipped galvanised structure. BU"-T TO LAST-

RESIDENTIAL \ RURAL \ INDUSTRIAL \

No.1 in Rural Infrastructure

e A4TH GENERATION e HOT DIPPED GALVANISED e STANDARD OR CUSTOM
FAMILY BUSINESS STEEL TREATMENT DESIGNS TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS
e NATIONWIDE e STRUCTURAL AND LIGHT e SUPPLY ONLY OR TURNKEY

COVERAGE GAUGE SHEDS AVAILABLE SOLUTIONS

Contact Craig on 0418 997 889 or ctrestrail@ahrens.com.au Ah rens
For more information visit ahrenssheds.com.au Sheds
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GAWLER

Rotary Club

past-pres-

ident Steve

Barilla says

after growing

up and enduring

gruelling manual

labour on his family's traditional olive
farm, he never thought it would grab him
the way it has today.

“I' hated it," he said.

"I said ‘mum, dad, when | grow up |
don't want to see a bloody olive, I'll buy
my olive oil from the shop'.

“l don't know what happened — a bolt
of lightning must've come out of the sky
and said ‘mate, you're growing olives'."

Mr Barilla, of Barilla Olive Oil, now has
a grove of 2500 trees, which can produce
between 90-100 tonnes of olive oil in a
calendar year.

He said with the way the process has
evolved since his beginnings, he can now
enjoy the lifestyle of living on his farm
without the kind of manual labour the
practice traditionally demanded.

“My family has been doing this for at
least four generations before me, all the
way back to our roots in southern Italy,
and what I've got here is my own little
piece of paradise,” he said.

“When | was young there were hardly
any mechanisms, it was more hard

Ive generations

labour in pruning, growing,
watering and processing —
all that has changed in the
past 20 years.

“Because of that, you
appreciate it more using
machinery because |
know what it's like to
do it by hand... it was

lunacy to do that kind
of work, but being able to
produce something, giveitto a
customer and be rewarded with gratitude
was something | always valued."

These days, with the process more
streamlined, it can be broken down into
four components — growing, harvesting,
extraction and bottling.

Barilla Olive Oil uses a type of olive
called Frantoio, originating from Tuscany,
and shares a name with the Italian word
for an olive oil processing factory.

When the olives are ready for harvest,
Mr Barilla uses a special ride-on machine
he had imported from Italy that can do up
to 500 trees in a day.

From there, the fruit is put into either
a super-press with filtering mats, or the
more modern method of centrifuges and
decanters to extract the oil.

Once the process is complete, it is
bottled, from as little as 250ml to 20-litre
drums for restaurants, both in Australia
and overseas.

With so many generations of knowl-
edge, Barilla Olive Oil also provides a con-
sultancy service to new or existing farm-
ers who may have inherited or bought a
farm with an olive grove, and are not sure
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ENGINEERING TODAY

FOR A BETTER TOMORROW

RZ9300

MACHINERY REPAIR | TRANSMISSIONS | HYDRAULICS
PLASMA CUTTING AND HARD FACING | MACHINING
FOLDING | PUMP REPAIRS | LINE BORING

08 85861500

sales@dixrenmark.com.au
www.dixrenmark.com.au

THE CHEAPER AND MORE
CONSISTENT WAY OF KEEPING YOUR

ANIMALS HEALTHY!

®Y salt Distributors Pty Ltd

Makers of Animal Supplement Blocks

and Loose Mix.

‘Tailor-made’ blocks and loose mixes
are our specialty.

Ask your stock agent or buy direct.

Phone'8865r20/76]Eaxi8865:229//

Mobilel042853391923




of olive oil

exactly how to manage it.

"We do get a lot of calls from people
that buy a small farm and it's got an
olive grove on it, and they've got no
idea what to do," Mr Barilla said.

“We assist them in guiding them in
what they have to do to prune the trees,
right through to the point of harvesting.

“Recently there was a large winery
in Paracombe, and a guy bought the
property with an olive grove on it, so he

([ ]

My family has been doing

this for at least four

generations before me

rang us and he wasn't sure whether to
pull it out or not. After talking to us he
decided to keep it, and now they use all
the oil as a supplement to their winery
and its customers."

Mr Barilla has three kids — a lawyer,
an architect and a university student —
and said while it's possible the Barilla
Olive Qil farm may have a future in a
different, nearby location, he is confi-
dent its legacy will continue through
the next generations.

WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY
LIAM PHILLIPS

[

cREE ASSESSMENT

High Quality Fully
Installed 6.6kw
system from

$4,990*

*conditions apply

129312

Call Brodie Now

8586 6008

Find us on:
177 Fourteenth St, Renmark facebook.

renmark.laserelectrical.com.au
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BUSINESS
CARDS

Farmer

RIVERLAND. MALLEE. LOWER NORTH
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CROP SOLUTIONS

Liquid Fertiliser Specialist
We manufacture liquids locally
v NPK. « trace elements
v seed dressings & much more
v organic certified seaweed " worm juice

1712123

v bio-stimulants " humic 26% + fish
Contact Rick 0423 776 169 a.
www.kemgro.com.au a :

ENTERPRISES

* Grape Harvesting ¢ Post Knocking
® Vine Pruning

* Weed Spraying
* Vine Spraying

* Irrigation Installing
* Backhoe Hire
* Trench Digging

e Spreading
* Vine Removal

* Green Tipping * Slashing

0407 771 720
wyndihill @gmail.com

1212125

MOTORCYCLE
Sales, service spares and
accessories, motorcycle

and power equipment.

10 Bookpurnong Tce
Loxton SA 5333
Ph: 8584 7698
Mobile: 0407 728 806
Email: admin@loxtonmcc.com.au

RZ9283

e Grain

o Grapes

o Fertiliser

e Bulk Products

1212164

Justin & Candice Nitschke - Trenerry Ave, Loxton
Phone: 8584 7569, Mob: 0407 476 858

Fax: 8584 5781 - nittrans01@bigpond.com

B.S.&L.D.
Venning

Licensed Cash Buyers for Wool

For Clip Wools - Quality Wools
for Private Buying or Auction

Loxton Wed, 9am - 2pm -
Pinnaroo by appointment only
Phone 08 8584 5327 or 0428 778 124

1212144

RICKYRRANKED
ENGINEERING]

McFarlane Ave, Loxton
Phone 8584 5855

Fax 8584 5655

® Maintenance ® Steel Sales
® | athe and Milling Work ® Welding
® Canveyors and Augers
® |rrigation pump installations
* Steel fabrication

WOOLSTON eNGINE

AGRICULTURAL REPAIRS METAL FABRICATION MACHIN

GREGOIRE / VINESTAR / URM GRAPE HARVESTERS

e Genuine & after market parts e Full Servicing,
24 hour call out @ Machining & Welding Services
e Hydraulic & General Engineering Services
e Now Supplying Shell Oil & Lubricants
e B.S.C Bearings and Power Transmission
e Steel Sales e Fasteners

487 Old Sturt Highway, Glossop
David: 0408 837 370 / Kyle 0415 651 686

2/

CONCRETE AND
TILE ROOF REPAIRS

SPECIALISING IN:
Sheds, Carports, Driveways, Paths & Footing Constructions

PO Box 227, Monash ® Lic No. R161295

BZ8792

First hemp seed exports completed

EXPORTS of hemp seed
taking place for the first
time are aimed at help-
ing South Australian

2018.

Minister for
Agriculture, Drought
and Emergency

farmers enter a global
market that could be
worth more than US$40
billion within five years.
The Federal
Government recently
completed the first suc-
cessful export of hemp
seeds to New Zealand,
permitted under legisla-
tion initially passed in

Management David
Littleproud said it was
vital to take advantage
of increasing global
demand for hemp and
medicinal cannabis
products.

“The Australian
Government wants our
agricultural industries to
be able to capitalise on

SIPATRICKS

Technical College

ARE YOU
A HANDS-ON
LEARNER?

the opportunities that
flow from growth in our
regions and globally,” Mr
Littleproud said.

“To help us achieve
this, we need to ensure
that we have appropri-
ate regulatory settings
to enable exports to
grow and in turn to help
drive productivity and
increase returns at the
farm gate.

“The new legislation
removes unnecessary

regulatory barriers
and will support better
access to international
markets for the emerg-
ing hemp and medicinal
cannabis industries.
“Hemp product
exports which may be
better supported under
the new legislation
include seeds, raw hemp
and hemp food prod-
ucts, such as de-hulled
hemp seeds and health
powders containing

further investment in
their properties and peo-
ple," he said.

“For the Australian

hemp."

Mr Littleproud said
entering the medicinal
cannabis industry —

estimated to be worth
US$44 billion globally
by 2024 - would benefit
South Australian farm-
ers, workers and busi-
nesses.

“For Australian farm-
ers, reliable access
to overseas markets
means increased profit-
ability and certainty for

economy, it means more
jobs, more exports, and
higher incomes in a
competitive and profit-
able agricultural sector.
“For Australians, it
means stronger regional
communities and a
more prosperous and
productive Australia."

HANDS-ON LEARNING
KEEPS IT REAL

Purpose-built trade facilities

Eight pre-apprenticeship VET programs
Trade relevant SACE curriculum
Innovative structure and delivery
Partnered with and guided by industry
Real workplace experience
School-based apprenticeships

Fees are no barrier

JOIN US:
PERSONAL TOURS ONSITE OR VIRTUAL

OPEN DAY SUNDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2020
NOW OFFERING YEAR 10 IN 2021

2-6 Hooke Rd Edinburgh North SA | 8209 3700
info@stpatstech.sa.edu.au www.stpatstech.sa.edu.au
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